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I.—Foretan PoLirics. 
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it now, persistently, asks them not to be dilatory in the least in doj 

same, urging that they should even cut down thor daily expenses ae 
be able to contribute towards its provision and maintenance. And in th; 
connection the paper thinks it necessary that a certain set of rules should ‘ 
formulated by the Parliament which should, in due course, be communicated to 
the War Consul for being acted upon. This force of volunteers should, in the 
opinion of the journal, be modelled after those in Germany and Sues and 
should be a product of the union of the notable features of both. 

To this 1s subjoined an elaborate account of the organization of the 
force of volunteers in Prussia (Germany), as a result of Napolean’s compellin 
that Power to reduce the scale of its army, in order to arrest the senaent 
progress of the Prussians. This, says the paper, not only proved to be a means of 
defence to the nation, but also a powerful military resource helping them to 
send armies into Austria and France later on. The paper advises that the 
Persians should follow their German brethren in this connection. 


II.—jHomz ADMINISTBATION. 
(a)—Police. 


4. The Samay [Calcutta] of the lst November writes that the Police 
in this country are proud, because they can humi- 
liate any gentleman who incurs their displeasure, 
by accusing him of the cognisable offence of having formed a member of an 
unlawful assembly and so getting him arrested. Those who go to stand bail 
for him may also find themselves accused of a similar offence and arrested. 

5. In announcing how the Police have sentin a report in “C” Form 
on the Sherpur gunshot case in Mymensingh, 
the Navayug Celcutta} of the 2nd Novembar 


The ways of the Indian police. 


The Sherpur gunshot case. 


remarks :-— 

A case which is now reported on in ‘C’ Form, was at one time thought 
deserving of an inquiry by the Magistrate in person. Who can say why it now 
turns out to be an illustration of a mountain in labour bringing forth a mouse ? 

6. The Navayug [Calcutta] of the 2nd November writes, that even the 
few facts elicited by Mr. Collin’s inquiry suggests 
that it was the arrogance of the Police which was 
the cause of the recent riots in Calcutta. | | 

7. Im reporting that the Government of Eastern Bengal and Assam has 
poe recently quartered forces of punitive Police in 
7 ot ges Police in Mymen- certain villages in the thanas of Ashtagram and 
— | Iswariganj in Mymensingh, the Sanjivani [ Calcutta} 
of the 7th November writes that the quartering of punitive Police at Sherpur 
led to a stream of blood flowing. Government has not yet taken the lesson to 
heart however; unless Government soon abandons this evil policy, the hunger- 
stricken populace will one day bring about mischief. 


8. The Bangavasi (Calcutta} of the 9th November in noticing the 

< recently published letter of the Government of the 

DP py pa the Civil and Punjab regarding the prosecution of the Civil and 
ee ee Military Gazette, suggeted by the Indian Associa- 


The Calcutta riots. 


tion of Lahore, remarks :— 


Mark the advocacy of the Government on behalf of the Gazette. There 
is a limit to the endurance of the people of this country. 
9, The Birbhum Varta | Birbhum] reports a case in which one Asrabali, 
Death of a constable. who was @ Constable of the Birbhum Reserve Police, was 
made to attend drill in spite of compelled to attend drill in spite of his informing 
illness. the Inspector that he was unable to do so on 
account of illness, and died of the strain. 
10. The Sonar DPBharat | Howrah} of the 9th November says that the 
punitive police quartered at Ujirpur in the Backer- 


Punitive Police oppressions. eos ‘eRe : 
separa gunge district are cemmitting great oppression 


( 1247 ) 


le of the place. Complaints made against them to the higher 
6 ks we of no avail. The other day two Musalman constables robbed 
i Kamini Shaha of a quantity of sweetmeat. The matter was brought to 
ae notice of the thana authorities, but as yet to no effect. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


11. Alluding to the increase of salary reported to have been recent] 
granted to Mr. Kingsford, the Navayug [ Calcutta) 
Mr. Kingsford’s increase of of the 2nd November writes that judging from 
salary. the current condition of things in the country and 
from the present disposition and temper of the officials, sedition cases will 
continue cropping up for some time yet quite in numbers. If that is so, 
those cases cannot be tried, unless a select magistrate like Mr, Kingsford 
be there to try them. Further Mr. Kingsford is due for his promotion, 
Government has therefore acted most intelligently in raising his salary. 
All honour then to Sir Andrew, all honour to Lord Minto also, because he has 
supported Sir Andrew, and lastly all honour to us, inasmuch as we live 
under rulers of this type. 

12. Referring to the release of the accused persons in the Rawalpindi 
rape case, the Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 
5th November says :— 

It is indeed an offence on the part of the people of the country not to 
worship a Judge like the one who tried the above case instead of being discon- 
tented with his decision! And this offence is called sedition ! 

13. Kegardiag the recent trial and conviction of Maulvi Leakut Husain, 
the Navasakti | Caleutte} of the 6th November 
writes that the tone of Mr. Kingsford’s judgment 
seems to suggest that it was the procession that 
the Maulvi led out on the 4th ultimo that was responsibie for the throwing 
of brick-bats at Beadon Square and other trouble, As, therefore, Leakut is 
now in jail, the whole of Bengal will probably quiet down. Why should 
Mr. Weston labour for nothing then? Mr. Kingsford has killed two birds 
with one stone. Leakut was responsible for the Calcutta riots and what 
Mr. Weston was appointed te flnd out has been found. 

The farcical way in which Mr. Kingsford rejected the evidence of respec- 
table men in favour of that of persons of the position of Municipals sarkars is 
amazing. 

14, In announcing the verdict of the jury in what is known as the 
Rawalpindi rape case, the Sanjivani [Calcutta] of 
the 7th November writes :— i 

A woman is violated, and the Courts offer (her) no redress. Is there no 
redress for it? It cannot be tolerated any longer. Mcans must be adopted 
for the protection of every Indian female. Place, O place, in their hands long 
knives. Let every female, before she stirs out of her home, tie (this) knife 
to her waist, and let her thrust it into the heart of the sinner as soon as the 
sinful proposal comes out of his lips. Let their knives be dyed in the 
warm heart’s blood of the sinners. When a few sinners will have been killed in 
this manner, no other sinuer will dare to cast evil glances on Indian females, 

ld. Regarding the recent conviction of Maulvi Leakat Husain, the 
Sanjwvans [ Calcatta] of the 7th November inquires 
whether a judgment like this will promote peace, or 
whether it will add to the unrest in the country. 
Can one look for genuine justice, when the evidence of highly respectable 
gentlemen is held awenwerny and rejected in favour of the evidence of 
Policemen, pound-keepers an Municipal sarkars? In the course of the trial, 
oa Kingsford himself put it to Superintendent Aldridge if he could not prove 
that the procession which Leakat led was the cause of rioting. It is not 
surprising that the Maulvi should be convicted whon ho is tried by a man who 
Sugg ests to the prosecution how they should get up their case. 

16. In noticing how a recent issue of the London Daily. News strongly 

cab ping seniences and Mr, reprobated whipping as a ‘form of punishment 
. for offences generally and for political offences 


The Rawalpindi rape case. 


Maulvi Leakut Husain’s convic- 
tion. 


The Rawalpindi rape case. 
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particularly, the Sanjivant [Calcutta] of the 7th November points out that th 
Daily News is one of the organs of the same party to which Mr. Morley belon : 
and then continues :-— oe 

The Government of India does not regard the passing of sentences of 
whipping on educated men as reprehensible. If they did, they would neyor 
have rewarded a man guilty of such reprehensible conduct with an increase of 
salary to the tune of five hundred rupees. 

17, The Hitavadi (Calcutta) of the 8th November considers the dismissal 

Acquittal of a European charg- of the — of rape brought by a young Hindu 
ed with committing rape on a Woman against Mr. Moore, the Assistant Station 
see Cee Master of Rawalpindi, and of that against 
Fuzluddin, a menial servant of the railway for abetment, as another instance of 
failure of justice. Examples of trials like this in cases in which whites and 
blacks are contending parties are not new in this country, but: still the public 
have been shocked at this present decision. Some members of the railway staff 
and of the local police who gave evidence for the prosecution, all bore out the 
complainant’s story, but the trying Judge disbelieved them and accepted the 
statement made by the accused, though it was uncorroborated by any evidence. 
The poor woman has been outcasted by her own people. Travesties of justice 
like this make one’s blood boil. We hope that the Government will appeal 
against the decision and sec that the culprit is punished or else the people will 
hate the administration more and more. 

18. Referring to the sentence of imprisonment passed on Liakut Hosain, 
the Hitavad: [Calcutta] of the 8th November 
writes :-— 

The officers of the Government had had an eye 
on the brave Swadesht preacher Liakut Hosain for a long time, and they were 
trying to put him to trouble in various ways. He has now been sentenced tv 
six months’ rigorous imprisonment for having led a procession in contravention 
of the order of the Presidency Magistrate. The witnesses for the prosecution 
were a Police Sub-Inspector, a pound-keeper, and a block sircar of the Calcutta 
Municipality, and there were serious discrepancies in the evidence they gave. 
On the other hand, the nine gentlemen who were witnesses for the defence, 
were all consistent in their depositions, and in spite of the Magistrate’s inability 
to find any flaw in their evidence, he has dismissed their statements as either 
doubtful, or incomplete, or of no value. 

In the course of his judgment this eminent Magistrate says that the 
procession which the Maulvi conducted on the 4th October was the cause of 
much disturbance in the city and even led to the assault on Sergeant Walters, 
and that there was a chance of asimilar breach of peace resulting from the 
procession of the 20th October. Considering, however, the increase of Rs. 500 
in Mr. Kingsford’s salary, it is but proper that he should exhibit such clever- 
ness in bis judgment, and we must admit that the Maulvi’s punishment is very 
light in proportion to the increase of the Magistrate’s pay. But this unjust 
persecution of Liakut Hosain will further the Swadeshi cause and the national 
spirit, and we hope that this brilliant example of patriotism and _ self-sacrifice 
on the part of the Maulvi will be followed by people all over India. 

1% Ina leader the Navasakti [Calcutta] of the 8th November writes— 

Maulvi Liakut Hosain was the foremost among 
those who have devoted their lives to the propaga- 
tion of swadesht, He was ever ready to help the afflicted and the oppressed, 
and rendered yeoman’s service when famine was raging in Eastern Bengal 
last year. He did his best to persuade the Muhammadan rowdies atJamalpur, 
who had been incited by secret conspirators, not to oppress the Hindus. It 
was he who saved the lives and properties of the Hindus of Sarisabar1 by 
deterring the five or six thousand Mussalman gundas from looting them. 
The Maulvi’s brave attitude compelled Nawab Salimollah to put a stop to his 
campaign against Hindus, and to beat a hasty retreat from Pogoldighi. He 
had a strong sense of duty, and even when the Moderates stopped the small 
allowance that used to be paid to him out of the National Fund, he overlooked 
the matter. It was the procession he led to Beadon Square during the riots 
that frightened the police and stopped their looting. 


Sentence of imprisonment pass- 
ed on Liakut Hosain. 


Imprisonment of Liakut Hosain. 
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| t had long been on the look-out for an opportunit of 
Te Coa 4 have gained their long cherished shen by 


ing him to juil, in spite of the evidence of respectable gentlemen. 
To the Maulvi, however, the jail is like heaven itself, and his imprisonment 
will make the people love and worship him. The cup of unrighteousness is 


silencing him, and now they 
wrongfully send 


filing up gradually, and the first signs of the accomplishment of the Maulvi’s 
‘deal are already in view. une 
90. Referring to the sentences of two months imprisonment passed on 
of imprisonment *WO young boys who were charged with rioting, 
Senvesn little boys charged with the Navasakts [Calcutta] of the 8th November 
rioting. thinks that it is not strange that the Magistrate 
should punish innocent boys (especially as they are swazeshists) on the strength 
of statements made by the police. The writer hopes that the police will enjoy 
eace and repose oc time, now that they have succeeded in sending a 
little boys ¢o jail. 
91. The pines [Calcutta] of the 8th November condemns the sentence 
| of imprisonment passed upon J.iakut Hosain on the 
Unjast conviction of Liakut round that the Magistrate has accepted the Police 
— evidence and disbelieved all the respectable wit- 
nesses for the defence. Our judges now perpetrate such travesties of justice 
simply to hurt the feelings of the people, and numerous such incidents are 
perhaps taking place in the law Courts. 

22. Re the judgment of the Rawalpindi outrage case, the 
Bangavast [Calcutta] of the 9th November 
writes :— | 

We are accustomed to these things: we know that the accused if really 
guilty will never be able to escape God’s law, though they may 
escape British law. But we must take into our own hands now the defence 
of the honour of our womenkind. And lastly how is it that the Railway autho- 
rities do not punish two of their employés who deflower a young woman 
passenger whether by force or with her consent ? 

23. In reporting the recent conviction by Mr. Kinsford of one Asutosh 
Mukherji for having hit a Musalman policeman 
with a brickbat during the late Calcutta riots, the 
Bangavast [Calcutta] of the 9th November points out that in the course of the 
hearing of this case the accused complaiued that the defendant Musalman 
policeman had abused him, who was the son of a respectable gentleman; but 
that the Magistrate paid no heed|thereto. The paper then remarks: unless he 
were | ke this, why should he have his salary all et once raised by Rs. 500? 

24, Regarding the recent trial and conviction of Maulvi Liakut Hosain 

oR mee | the Bangavast (Calcutta} of the 9th November 
ne. ie eeeen of Maulvi Lea- writes :— 7 

How many hakims do you see who are such 
practised hands at butchering (literally sacrificing)? Mr. Kingsford has in fact 
done a strange thing to make him famous. There is certainly nothing surpris- 
ing in the fact that a man who can on any and every pretext pass sentences 
of whipping on boys and youths should lightly sentence an old Maulvi to six 
months imprisonment. It came to be believed by the Commissioner of Police 
a in all the riots which occurred, it was the Maulvi who was responsible. 
; nlegs the Maulvi therefore were put into Jail, the country would not be quiet. 
the Police lay in wait for him (to catch him tripping). Mr. Kingsford began 

xe trial of the Maulvi, so to say, by putting the accused as it were into the 
Eatotine. The manner of the conversation which he held with Monoj Mohon 
; abu during the hearing of the case clearly suggests that from the very Outset 
was very much ill-disposed towards the Maulvi and in favour of the Police. 

"i Kingsford was at the time not a judge, but a zealous advocate for the 
” ice, And yet he is being still allowed to try thousands upon thousands of 
niione in the heart of this metropolis. The peacefully disposed people of 
= ‘qoualbary with everything, but how much longer will God tolerate so 
_', the arguments Mr. Kingsford has put forth in this judgment of his are 
meant unique in the history of Indian a 2 under British rule. Mr. Kings- 
18 exceedingly wroth that Sergeant Walters should have had his hand 


The Rawalpindi outrage case. 
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chopped off. He calls it a cruel assault and his eyes water freely at it. But 
he has not been able to express the least sorrow atthe fact thata native of 
the country has lost his life asthe result of being assaulted during the same 
riot. It is a matter of great doubt if men who can display this kind of 
imprudence, race-hatred and attachment to unjust ways can find favour even 
with Satan. We feel deeply pained at the judgment displayed by Mr. Kings- 
: ford in this trial. Will it be this kind of Kingsfordian justice which will now 
: i continue to be administered without opposition in India? 


7 | I: Basvuaty, 25. Referring to the sentence of imprisonment passed by the District Magis. 
aQ: Noy. 9th, 1907. trate upon two Muhammadans of Mymensingh for 


Sentence of imprisonment passed eae , . 
upon two Muhammadans accused Yavishing Hindu women atthe time of the late 


mid by the District Magistrate of disturbances, the Basumati [Calcutta] of the 9th 

ymensingh. November observes that to the English this punish- 
ment may appear sufficient, but to the Hindus no punishment, however severe 
can be regarded as adequate for such an offence. 


Baanat Mirra, 26. Regretting that Mr. Moore, the Assistant Station Master of Rawal- 
Nov. 9th 1907. me ease of outrage ocmmitted og and his subordinate, Afzoluddin, who in June 
upon a native woman at Rawal. last were charged with having committed outrage 
pindi. upon a native girl have at last been acquitted by the 


Chief Court of Lahore, and seeing no remedy, under the circumstances, against 
the commission of such an offence in India the Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 
9th November, recommends a resort to the old practice that once obtained 
amongst the Indian women of their guarding their own chastity by carrying a 
dagger with them when going out and plunging the same into the heart of the 


profligate seeking to outrage their honour. 


Brant Mitaa, 27. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 9th November is not astonished 
Nov. 9th, 1907. ae ee at the conviction of Maulvi Liakut Husain, seeing 
Pre — of Maulvi Liskut ‘that it has been the result of the decision of the 

: Chief Presidency Magistrate, Calcutta, an officer 

who does not scruple to suggest to complainants to get up cases and owes his 

recent special increase of pay for decisions that he has given of late in riot 


cases. | 
: Navasvo, 28. Referring to the 5 of Maulvi Leakut Hosain, the Navajug 
| Nov. 9th, 1907. Tiki Weisials tiasleeieent. [Calcutta] of the 9th November says that 


Mr. Kingsford has played the role of a. veritable 
Kazi in the Maulvi’s case, In his judgment in the case he has plainly said that 
the lopping off of Sergeant Walters’s hand was the effect of the Maulvi’s leading 
of a procession, and it is on this ground that he sentenced the Maulvi to six 
months’ hard labour. 

None but the Police said that the Maulvi took part in a procession on the 
25th ultimo. No less than nine respectable witnesses denied it. But 
Mr. Kingsford took the statement made by the Police to be gospel truth and 
passed an inhuman sentence on the Maulvi. 
SaNDHTA, 29. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 9th November says that if what the 

Nov, 9th, 1907. : oe Duily Mail has said be true the effect of 
ae [Kingsford’s whippingisen- My, Kingsford’s many whipping sentences will be to 

add fuel to the fire of discontent in the country. In 
fact, Mr. Kingsford is helping the spread of sedition in the country. And for 
this he has been rewarded with an increase of salary by Rs. 500. Strange 
indeed ! 


Sonan Branat, 30. The Sonar Bharat [Howrah] of the 9th November says that while a 
Nov. Mth 1907. ‘ European employee in a jute mill in Cossipore has 
we come been let off with a fine of Rs. 200 for having killed 


a cooly, the editor of the artkishor newspaper of Amraoti bas been sentenced 
to two years’ hard labour and a fine of Rs, 1,000, for having indulged in a little 
inflammatory writing. Ideal system of dispensation of justice indeed ! 


; | oe Hin! Baxoavasi, 31. Referring to the Rawalpindi riot case the Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta } 
t 4 | “Ve | Nov, lltn, 1907, The case of outrage committed of the llth November says that the acquittal of 
:) ar upes @ Setive women ot Bewal- the offenders in the above case by the Court of 

| Hae ene Justice consisting solely of an English Judge and 


English jurors has extremely offended the Lahore and the Rawalpindi public, 
who remarking the judgment arrived at by the jurors as altogether wrong 
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observe that now the Indian people have no alternative other than that of 

devising some means themselves to protect the honour of their wives and sisters. 

32, The Rawalpindi riot case which, says the Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] 

di assumed terrible aspects in its beginning did not 

een daersnranca prove so serious after all, inasmuch as all except 

seven of the accused in the case have been acquitted by a Court of Justice. 

The paper now, therefore, asks whether the authorities are going to do any- 

thing to recompense those of the innocent who pined in custody for months 
during the hottest part of the year. 

33. Referring to the judgment in the Rawal- 
pindi outrage case, the Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 
11th November writes :— 

Say now, Feringhee, say, earth-coloured Feringhee of the Englishman, 
say, Lord Minto, say Feringhee masters and leaders—shall we, nursing this 
tory of the ruin of a Hiadu female in our hearts, remain devoted to the Ferin- 
ghee, attached to the Feringhee, worshippers of the Feringhee? Say, to what 
air, to what tune and in what note shall we sing the praises of your jury system 
of your laws, of the good sense of your judges, of your impartiality, generosity 
and manliness. If we do not, you will briug us within the snake-like coils of 
sedition. We have tolerated the desecration of our temples ; we have seen the 
images of (our) gods smashed without any change in our countenance, but we 
cannot, we do not tolerate outrages upon the virtue of our ladies. For we 
know that a temple can be rebuilt and that if an idol is smashed up, it is possi- 
ble to bring life into anew image. But ifa woman is once ruined, she cannot 
get back what (she has lost). 


The Rawalpindi outrage case. 


(d)——Education. 


34. In announcing how the Secretary of State has lately appointed 
Mr, Bray, Messrs. Honeyburne and two other 
Europeans to the Indian Educational Service, the 
Navayug [Calcutta] of the 2nd November writes 
that in its opinion the posts to which these Europeans have been appointed 
need no longer be filled up by Europeans. If the object of these appointments 
is to support undeserving dependants, cannot these persons be allowed to stay 
on in England and given small monthly allowances there ? 

35. A Shahabad correspondent of the Bihar Bandhu [Bankipore} of 
the 9th November complains, that not only is the 
rate of the stipend granted to the gurus of the 
primary schools in the Shahabad district so very 
low, but also the payment of the same to the latter is intolerably delayed. 
Again, the Upper Primary School Committee, Chousa, of which he calls himself 
a nominal President, is allowed no voice in the Jocal educational matters. He, 
therefore, thinks that it seems to have been instituted only as a means to secure 
the help of the members thereof in getting school houses provided by 
the village people at their own expense. 

36. The Attavadi [Calcutta] of the 8th November says that it will-be 
quite a long time before the Government sanctions 
the proposed scheme of free primary education. 
The Government are apt to delay any good scheme, 
though they are very eager to pass mischievous measures. Surely they have 
lost their wits, or why should they act in this way ? 

37. The Bangavasi (Calcutta) of the 9th November eulogises a 

Dr. PC. P. C. Roy for his literary work in connexion wit 

: C. Roy —_ the dheieleies of the Baia and also for his 
practical work in connexion with the preparation of medicines in this country. 

58. In referring to the decision of the High Court in the case of 
Beparun, the guru of Nowgong in Assam, the 
Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 9th November inquires 
a if the Educational authorities will compensate 

. an, or if the Education Department will also become another Police 
partment in regard to matters of justice and right, : 


Certain recent appointments to 
the Indian Educational Service. 


The gurus of the primary 
schools in the Shahabad distrit. 


Delay in sanctioning the scheme 


of free primary education. 


The case of 
Nowgong. CF Beparun, guru of 
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39. The Datly Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 13th November is glad that 


., the Government of India have not sancti 
Roy ee ne the Sibpur Engineering aie, = 
ee Calcutta Medical College, and the Presidency Col- 
lege to Ranchi which would have necessitated useless waste of the public 
money. 


(¢)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


40. Referring to the notice issued by Mr. Forrest, District Magistrate of 


acs diecast yey = Mr. ny Manager of Messrs 
r. Forrest, District Magistrate, arton 1045 requirin im to show cause 
—_— oe ee oe prosecuted under section 193 "tthe 
Indian Penal Code for forwarding a petition to 
Government containing some forged signatures, the Hitavadi [Calcutta} of the 
Ist November a8, that Mr, Forrest, as Chairman of the Howrah Mnnicipality 
was highly displeased with those who petitioned Government against the 
excessive increase of Municipal rates, and hence the notice was issued. The 
notice was withdrawn after the explanation was received. It was expected that 
after what happened in the case against Nityndhan Babu, Mr. Forrest would 
at least be ashamed of his conduct. But the present incident shows that it was 
far from being the case. 
41. The Bangavast [Calcutta] of the 9th November writes :— 
me nen Will Sir a on kindly see for once with 
slaria-stricken Bengal vil- his own eyes the condition of any malaria-stricken 
——— on ee ee village in this (season), the late Avon ? Will he 
inquire for once into the pass the village tanks 
have come to, into the manner in which leaves rotting in the shals and pits 
are emitting mal-odours ? Will he kindly see for once with his own eyes how 
the poor villagers stricken for (want of) food are confined to bed in every 
house, reduced to mere skeletons by repeated attacks of fever. Will he inquire 
how to appease their thirst ? The more they are drinking the water of the dirty 
tanks, the stronger is the hold the fever is taking of them, Will Your Honour 
do something to remove these sufferings? We have heard that you are devoted 
to your own religion, Will you in this day of trouble give some evidence of 
that devotion to religion? Will nota thought for the future of the Empire 
induce you to do something in this connexion ? 
42. The Ratnakar { Asansol] of the 9th November points out the impor- 
tance of a charitable hospital at Asansol, the 


_ Necessity of a hospital at Asan- absence of which is keenly felt by the local poor. 


sol. 


43. Avcorrespondent of the Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta], of the 11th Nov- 

ember writes that in spite of the charges of bribery 

Corrupt practices of the Tax brought avainst the ‘l'ax Collector of the South 

ae liga Soot Dem Dem Dom Dum Municipality, the Chairman and the 

Vice-Chairman did not, at first, order any enquiry 

to be made, and even when the allegations were proved by investigation no 

steps were taken against him. On the 9th November 1906, a shopkeeper paid 

Rs, 24 to the Tax Collector as the amount of his license, and this was not paid 

to the Municipal treasury till the Ist, current month. The Vice-Chairman 
knows this, but has done nothing to punish the man. 


(g)—Railways and Communications, including Canals and Irrigation. 


44, The Medini Bandhav [Midnapur] of the 4th November invites the 
attention of the Government to the need of a 
bridge on the canal which runs through the village 
of Baneswarchak within Doro khas mahal under the 
jurisdiction of Sutahata thana in Tamiuk Sub-division. As the bridge is for 
the convenience of khas mahal tenants, the District Collector ought to see to the 
matter. Those who are skilful in sucking the blood of the people ought to re- 
dress the people’s grievances also. st 


The necessity of a bridge in 
Baneswarchak in Tamluk. 
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45 The Nikar (Contai] of the 5th November invites the attention of the 


authorities of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway to the 

Inconvenience caused by the inconvenience caused by the abolition of the stop- 
non-stoppare of the Madras age of the Madras mail train at Contai Road. 
teain at Contal Ho enceforth there will be only one dak service 
between Calcutta and Contai, and not two as before. Besides, passengers, who 
may chance to miss the Puri passenger train, will have to wait for twenty-four 
hours before they can get the next train. All this inconvenience can 
vemoved, if the Madras mail train stops at Contat Road just fur two or three 
ar” 3 The Nihar [Contai] of the 5th November announces that the Govern- 
ment have consented to supply water from the 
River Suvernarekha for irrigation purposes, and 
asks that the Government’s order may be carried out very soon, as otherwise 
it would be quite useless. Also, large volumes of water are escaping through 
the sluice gates at Panipiah and Dahagaruh, and something ought to be done 
to stop this, oe 

47. In reporting how the Viceroy has lately telegraphed his sympath 

' : to those fn have whit’ from age ee 4 

Government and loss of life on Railway collision between Shaharanpur and 

— Umballa, the Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 9th 
November remarks :— 

Well and good; but is it not desirable that His Excellency should make 
known a greater measure of sympathy for those who have lost their lives 
while travelling by rail at the hands of dakaits, like Sachindra Kumar Bose, 
for example ? 

48. The Ratnakar [Asansol] of the 9th November invites the attention of 
the authorities of the East Indian Railway to the 
inconvenience caused by the want of sufficient 
accommodation for male passengers in intermediate and third class carriages in 
the train which runs between Asansol and Azimgunge. The paper also says 
that the lamps on the overbridge at the railway station at Kalipahari are never 
lighted, and that a train should be run from Burdwan to Asansol after 6 pP.m,, 
so that lawyers and others who have to attend the courts at Burdwan may con- 
veniently avail themselves of it, 


Irrigation in Contai. 


Railway complaints at Asansol, 


(h)— General, 


49. The rulers have adopted, says the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the Ist Nov- 
ember, the policy of divide and rule in right 
earnest along with the policy of repression. ‘lhe 
a, must not lose sight of his goal at this crisis. The boycott must remain 
ntact. 

20. In announcing how the Magistrate of Mymensingh lately bound 
down one Hem Chandra Dutta and others under 
Ts . Mac ae 107, section 107, Criminal Procedure Code, because 
Mymensingh, " +™ they had suggested to the local shop-keepers to 
keep their shops closed on Partition day, the 

Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 11th November remarks :— 


There is a week yet to elapse before the new Meetings Bill will be law, 
and yet the Mymensingh authorities are already eager to enforce strict orders 
under that law. | 

ol. In reporting how the Magistrate of Barisal has called upon all local 
The case of certain Go Government employés who fasted on Partition 
servants in Barisal, —— day to explain why they should not be punished 
Root ~’ for an infringment of item 20 of Government 
th Derne Conduct Rules, the Navayug [Calcutta] of the 2nd November points out 
9 q = Bengalis can never afford to go against what their relations and kinsfolk 

nc. What their society generally do. These Government officials did what 


th ; 
ide fellow-countrymen did. That is the only explanation of their 


Continuance of Boycott. 
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52. The Navayug [Calcutta] of the 2nd November writes that Mr, Morle 
_. though he lacks any firsthand knowledge Y 
Reflections on the English things Indian is well acquainted with many er; 

character. ; : . y eminent 
| Indians, including Mr. S. N. nerjee and 

Mr. N, N. Ghose, particularly the latter. So if he is found to agree with 
what the Englishman and the Pioneer meanly say, he must be said to be doing 
so knowingly, and then the conclusion follows that. all Englishmen for the 
sake of self-interest, are prepared without the least hesitation to violate truth 
and justice. Englishmen will not be able to boast of being civilised if ip 
their acts they give evidence of such a character. 

Continuing, the paper writes that Mr. Hardie is being held up to obloqu 
by the English Press, because it is the shame of the English rule which is 
being proclaimed to the world by the truths and facts he is eliciting. All the 
civilised world stands dumbfounded at the unmannerly way in which 
Mr. Hardie is being treated by his countrymen in general, But the English 
do not feel ashamed of such conduct. What a shame ! 

538. The Navayug [Calcutta] of the 2nd November writes that they who 
get angry at an attempt to get the demands of the 
country met with things produced in the count 
| are selfish and mean to the last degree. It is a 
most serious act of oppression that people should be compelled to satisfy their 
demands not with things which they have in their own home, but with things 
which belong to others. And to try to evade this oppression is dubbed sedi- 
tion; shame on you, Englishmen, shame on your vaunt of civilisation! You, 
even when you are here, so far away from your home, use only things which 
are made in your own country. Why should not then the people of this coun- 
try as well be permitted to despise things which are not produced in their own 
country : 

| the paper writes how at the present time all the severity of the 
law is being enforced against the students, who have, as a consequence, got in- 
furiated and imagine that they are being punished unjustifiably and that they 
have a right to resist their oppressors. 

54. The Navayug , Calcutta] of the 2nd November writes that the people 
her MRS ai Wis eas” of India generally do not even in their dreams 

oopeny oe ane desire the English to depart from this land. It was 
the Ibert bill which first recognised in the law a difference between the black 
and the white. That the English should of their own pleasure grant equal 
rights to the Indians whom they now keep in the chains of subjection is 
unnatural and unimaginable. But the English should not forget that things 
can never continue thé same with anybody. Where is-‘the difference between 
a robber and a ruler who makes tyranny the cardinal principle of rule? ‘T’o 
look for the restoration of peace from repressive measures is folly to which no 
parallel can be found. Actual experience teaches how persistence in a policy 
of repression is instilling even in the hearts of a people like the Bengalis the 
utmost daring. What the Bengalis want is to defend themselves against the 
tyranny and meanness of low-born, biased, insensate officials ; and this aspiration 
of theirs is held by their masters to be seditious. 

55. Referring to the Government Resolution on the recent Calcutta 

riots, the Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 4th 
a sc Resolution on November writes under the heading ‘ Vindica- 
r. Collins Seport. ° , 
' tion of Gundaism” :— 

His Honour does not think the act of the police in dispersing the meeting 
held at Beadon Square on the 2nd October wrong. He says that, as on 
previous occasions, the speakers 1n that meeting criticised the ile in strong 
terms. He admits that there was nothing unusual in this, Was it therefore 
at all strange, goes on His Honour, that the police should have resented such 
conduct ? It was quite natural that the police grew excited on being abused 
und were eager to teach a lesson to the speakers as well as the audience. 

‘ i ~~ 7 Honour takes the police to be i it 

“A sage who was, as it were, the Tey Goswami,* possessed of the quality of tru 
ee napiaags and forbearance diieameel He hevdees unhesi- 
fatingly says that it was the audience who got excited and assaulted the 
police. Were this true, how is it then that they never acted in this manner 


The use of things swadesht and 
the English. 
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hefore ? His | 
excite the audience to an unusual degree by abusing the police too violently 


The real fact is that owing to the effect 
the sale of British goods has S iminished, a2 Pape oY Swadesh meetings, 
uneasy over it. Some one among th Crs have now grown very 
g them was therefore on th 
some pretext for the purpose of stopping meetin ars look-out for 
yarrel. With this object arrangements were ae by bringing about a 
to the place of the meeting with their m rmidons a coe oe 
notes of the speeches. If the real ps dane of Mats pretence of taking 
the substance of the speeches, it might e er a . cials had been to gather 
of tho aieee Seliiinn, as Noe Maan ts Pore var onsen peg: the help 
+) 7 : O . 7 
pe 4 oe ings if that were done? Thus a different sais or interdicting 
ere not so, why were 60 constables ordered oor 
Square with regulation lathis ? W ezed to be present at Beadon 
Or, were the authorities by te a a taking notes of the speeches ? 
the intention of the Bengalis to haere ia n (lit. by the power of yoga) aware of 
feet, it appears clear by considerin 7 - the police on that day? In 
the events and their causes th Pmmapucy: aig Wonponecsteas geen, Nungpsie 
in full force wi at the police on that day a se 
ith the deliberate : Pi ste ared on the scene 
7. Cossintod ¢ Pali purpose of creating a disturbance 
saaiaeah wines pan’ O — informed His Honour that the disturb 
“at 8-30 in the ns st nspector M. Fazil deposed before Mr Collin that 
out ‘ put out the lights / gn sce thrown at the police and some one tho 
= et At once all the Nights bey oe sihed pag he scer ogy ode 
asked all the peopl e extinguished. Inspector Fazi 
the Police br“ tod bw go away. hut the assembled aide ea ‘ded 
Sub-Inspector therefor owers of stones fell upon them from all sid ey 
se tals Genta aes a summoned the constables by blowing @ whistle, r 
His Honour Suiies Oe eet > aoe. name 
was made of li | Shs evidence a8 gos el truth. . 
the si : ry. Heng in the sag which oar pr ea er _“ 
<5 mentioned thas o Thana immediately after th 
ined ire tht auned rod sopnt in pre in 
meeting in an orderly ma il’s orders and began to leave the pla ws 
which the pen i. Hoang ye Fe py making any disturbance. Tho nc 
ded - tain 0 statement that eel 4 a oe also docs 
} € po ice officers aft re pu out, or that the crowd s8 
meetine.  [¢ ; ‘ter Inspector Fazil had urroun- 
they » noe Se Br “4 nag that the people cool ge ret gg of the 
Inspector Fazil, which o so. It is thus demonstrated that te he eq a 
contained many ex was given six or seven days after th naan 
scrutinising rt fg et iad eatin Games, Dit “4 omerenen, 
Do you know be ay - — these. P — 
invented ? fn eat f story of puttin ight 
the four Bo “ey in the police fr R 3 «eg agli sl yr agg tage 
people ware going « cae ee present at the meeting ; tte ks vay Fs 
rew stones which fell i rthe meeting had been dissolved, 201 - 
ome 
could not recognise an al quick succession, But still the police | ~h 
constables with si y one of the stone-thro W an 
riggs six Head Constabl wers. hen afterwards 60 
man could be recogni ‘emg How could it be believed that ¥ inate 
Waal Gad to Invent” he hey oF ake tae Ps. fag tates 
away this suspicio e story of the lights bein ti teh . rr 
true, then it picious circumstance. If h g estingsished to explain 
aa it must be said that th owever the story were accepted as 
wp Phnay the close of the i aap that stones were thrown at the 
utter dark -30 in the evening, at a Sg totally false. For, how 1s it possible 
should "anak that followed. after th ‘lig ke Resdon Square, ant in. the 
pelted with een singled out from she in were put out, four police officers 
of belief stones? If then the st ngst a crowd of 2,000 people and 
y the » why were the constables nu of stone-throwing be taken as unworthy 
sound of the whistle. s who were outside the square called insi 
rderly ma the whistle, speciall quare, called inside 
beha nner without creati y as the people were going awa in an 
ved crowd reating any distur if 
, ordered to be driven a aisturbance ? Why was such a well 
: way? It seems to us that these thoughts 


Honour could not say that on that day the speakers tried to 
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either did not at all arise in His Honour’s mind, or else he di 
any importance to them. e did not attach 


It appears clear from the attendant circumstances that 
that day were ready for creating a disturbance, no matter Pye Ng dn 
Babu Radha Charan Pal and cthers told Mr. Collin that almost all peo le 
in the town entertained such a belief. But to Sir Andrew Fraser the 
behaviour of the police was notin the least blameworthy. In the Resoly 
tion His Honour holds those who were present at the meeting to be solel , 
responsible for the gundaism that prevailed in the city for two days Pre: 4 
sively and in which even some police officers joined and committed lootin 
thereby enhancing the gravity of the situation, His Honour says that the 
conveners of the meeting had settled beforehand to assault and harass the 
police. But he could not give details of the preparation that was made to 
assault 60 police constables armed with long clubs. In that day’s meeting the 
audience did not carry even sticks ; but still His Honour concluded that they had 
premeditated an assault on the police. From the police reports it appears that 
out of seven speakers only two abused the Police officers who had turned 
enemies to their own country. Had there been a conspiracy to incite the mob 
against the police by inflammatory speeches, all the speakers would have 
abused the police; or, at all events, the volume of abuse would have been 
unusually great on that day. This is what appears probable. Bur 
nothing like either of the two happened. Still His Honour was kind enough 
to throw all the blame on the men attending the meeting and praised the 
self-restraint of the police. 


His Honour has nothing particular to say about the most fearful inci- 
dents that succeeded the break-up of the meeting. 


He says :— 

‘When once the peace was broken, large numbers of labourers and gundas 
were attracted to the streets and began rioting and looting on their own 
account, They percomen were pelted with orickbats and their attention was 

er from their ordinary duties of watch and ward by the 
necessity of pursuing and endeavouring to catch their assailants, It is alleged 
that some of the subordinate police officers themselves took advantage of the 
darkness and general confusion to commit illegal acts; and it is possible that 
this was the case: the lower ranks of the police require discipline and control, 
For all this lawlessness the responsibility rests rather with those who organ- 
ised the attacks on the police than with the officers of the police force.” 


Everybody knows that the police Jamadars and constables ordered 
the gundas and mehters to loot shops, and it was at their instigation that the 
latter were encouraged to join in the illegal acts. For a long time after the 
dispersal of the meeting peace —e at Beadon Square and the police had 
retreated to their quarters. All on a sudden gundas and mehters came and 
began looting shops adjacent to Beadon Square. It was then seen that the 
police, while standing in the streets, were inciting them. The depositions of 
some shop-keepers which we published as also the evidence recorded by the 
People’s Commission go to prove the above statements. His Honour cannot 
by any means explain away this fact. Then comes the question of assault 
upon the police. Seeing that looting was going on ut the bidding of the 
police, the people threw brickbats at them. We cannot blame them for this. 


His Honour has in part admitted the gundaism of the police. But the 
curious part of the story is that wherever innocent passers by and sbop- 
keepers were assaulted, His Honour said that “all this was done by the gundas”, 
and wherever the police, in their gundaism, got their deserts, he at once 
declared that “the Bengali Babus have done all this.” It must be the result 
of our incalculable punya (religious merit) that such a considerate, generous- 
minded and subject-loving Lieutenant-Governor has fallen to our lot. It 18 
no inconsiderable good luck that we should have found such an invaluable 
gem on a salary of Rs. 10,000 a month. If such a mode) Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor, such a lover of his subjects, be made a pucca Nawab of Bengal, then 
the tide of loyalty would instantly rise high, and British rule in this country 
would endure as long as the Sun and the Moon exist. 


a 
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56, The Burdwan Sanjwans [Burdwan] of the 5th November asks the 2#0¥4# Sanam, 
ostal authorities to order repairs to be done to X°- 5b. 1907. 
post office letter-box at Bara- the letter-box in front of the East Indian Railway 
Bazar, in Burdwan. Booking Office at Bara Bazar, as the box is old and 
and letters fall out of it. 
TT. The Burdwan Sanjvan [Burdwan ] of the Sth November says that B°®?¥4™ Samsivami, 
in spite of the representations made to the Post- “°°!” 
Removal of the Mangalapara master-General, Bengal, and the enquiries made 
Post-office st Burdwan. by the local Postal Superintendent, the Mangala- 
ara Post-office at Burdwan has not yet been removed from Nawab-Dasta- 
Layem-Mahalla to the junction of Tailamarul Road and Mahajantooli. 
58. Referriug to the Proclamation issued by the Government of India P4™* Hitavanr, 
thanking the Indian army for their refusal to a 
The Proclamation for the Indian =gytertain seditious overtures made to them by 
ees outsiders, the Laily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 5th 
November says :— 
So long as we do not get unmistakable evidence on the point, we are 
unable to accept Lord Minto’s opinion that seditious overtures were actually 
made to Indian soldiers with the object of persuading themto mutiny. His 
Excellency may have.received various reports on the subject; but has be been 
able to find any certain evidence of their truth ? After all that has haypened 
in Lahore and Etawa, who can confidently say that the materials on the 
strength of which His Excellency has issued the Proclamation were not the 
creation of some vile conspirators ? 
59. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 5th November says:— Datty Hitavans, 
A Major attached to the 5th Lancers has °v- th, 1907. 
been censured for neglect of duty and incapa- 
city. The Indian Daily News says that when high officials fail to perform 
their duties, it is necessary that they should mect with such severe punish- 
ment from their superiors. The Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, however, 
seems to think that if he censures Police officers of high rank, the prestige of 
the Government will be lost. We have said on a former occasion that it was 
the impeachment of Warren Hastings which earned for the English the esteem 
of the Indians. And it isa vain hope for the officials of the present day to 
expect that a contrary policy would secure the attachment of the Indians. 
60. Referring to the Bengal Government’s Resolution on Mr, Collin’s Day Hitavanr, 
a a 3 Repent regarding the recent disturbances in N°. 5b 107. 
Me. we on Calcutta, the Daily Hitavadi, (Calcutta) of the 5th 
= November writes as follows :— | 
“Sir Andrew Fraser,” says the Resolution, ‘‘sees no reason to doubt 
that the Police were fully justified in breaking up the meeting in Beadon 
Square on the evening of the 2nd instant. Their statement that brickbats 
were thrown at them has not. been rebutted.” His Honour considers his 
beloved Police to be as immaculate as Shuk Deva Goswami (a Hindu Kishi of 
spotless character). But considering that Mr. Collin did not take the 
evidence of all available witnesses, how can it be said that the statement of the 
Police that brickbats had been thrown at them could not be rebutted ? 
His Honour, who is a follower of Jesus Christ, who preached the religion 
of equality in the world, has made the respectable and educated young men of 
Calcutta responsible for the disturbance. He has plainly said, “It appears 
Clear that at the first the rioters were chicfly young Bengalis such as usually 
attend the meetings in Beadon and College ‘Squares. When once the peace 
was broken, however, large numbers of labourers and gundas were attracted 
to the streets and began rioting and looting on their own account. On_ both 
nights the Police were themselves the main object of attack.” Where is the 
wee to support the allegation made above against young Rengalis ? 
eden dips more likely, that unarmed educated young men of respectable birth 
4 attack the Police, or that despotic and power-loving police constables, 
Bao 4 saga lathis, would make the first attack? Had it been really the 
- — of Bengali youths to assault police constables, they could have 
acked the latter in the dead of night 
His H . _ : cee 
wre ir again says that it 18 no matter for: surprise that while the 
lon of the Police ‘‘ was distracted altogether from their ordinary duties 
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of watch and ward by the necessity of pursuing and endeavouring to cate) 
their assailants, some looting and acts of violence should have taken 
place,” and that this is sure to happen in Calcutta whenever the attention of 
the police is distracted from their proper duties. Does the Lieutenant. 
Governor mean to say that when the Police go to quella disturbance no hand 
will be raised against them and that if it is raised they will fail to perform 
their proper duties ? What a nice argument! And what an excellent hint 
to the uneducated Police ! 

His Honour further says, ‘It is apparently established by the statements 
of the drivers and conductors that the Police were not concerned in the 
attacks on the tram-cars.” Hundreds of respectable eye-witnesses have said 
that the Police, armed with Regulation Jaths, boarded tram-cars and assaulted 
passengers in them, and accounts of cases of assault on respectable and educated 
men by the Police have appeared in newspapers. But His Honour disbelieves 
all these, and puts implicit faith in the story told by uneducated conductors and 
drivers. 

His Honour says, *‘ there may have been cases in which assaults were 
wantonly committed. It will probably be difficult to ascertain the number 
of such cases; but it was probably small.” If it is difficult to ascertain the 
number of such cases, how does the Lieutenant-Governur know that it was 
small? Does not this prove his love for the Police? 

In short, the Resolution bears unmistakable evidence of Sir Andrew 
Fraser’s partiality towards the Police. 

61. ‘The Nihar [Contai] of the 5th November says that the average daily 
income of an Indian is not more than half an anna, 
and that of an Englishman is one rupee and ten 
annas. Yet the Indian is more heavily taxed than the Englishman. 

62, In noticing the Government Resolution on the Calcutta riots, the 

Sanjizant [Calcutta] of the 7th November, points 
hee orernment Resolution on yt that His Honour, while holding that Mr. Collin’s 
e Calcutta riots. ; : , ° 
inquiry was incomplete, has nevertheless given the 
police a certificate of innocence, and the paper concludes with the query 
‘Where (then) is any consistency ? ” 

63, Referring to the enquiry now being held by Mr. D, Weston into the 
Calcutta riots the Sri Sri Vishnupriya-o- Ananda Bazar 
Patrika { Calcutta] says that Mr. Weston’s remarks to 
Dr. D. N. Chatterji, when the latter was , (ee. evidence, to the effect that it 
must have been through mistake that he had been beaten by the Police, seem to 
indicate what would be the result of the enquiry. Mr. Weston should make as 
few remarks as possible when holding the enquiry. Mr. Aldridge is said to be 
abusing the power of cross examination that he enjoys. It must be said that the 
evidence already recorded is quite sufficient to establish the guilt of the Police. 

64. Referring to the deposition of Dr. D. N. Chatterji before Mr. Weston 

i. who is holding a second enquiry into the Calcutta 
zee Westen Tegwny. riots, the Datly Hitavadi [Caleutta) of the 8th 
November says that Dr. Chatterji’s siatements are most serious. He said that 
Mr. Collin, when holding the first enquiry, did not properly record his state- 
ments and in many cases recorded the very opposite of what he said. 
Dr. Chatterji said the same thing before Mr. Weston as he had said before 
Mr. Collin, but the latter, instead of recording what he actually said, recorded 
what pleased him best. Such an accusation against a high officer of Govern- 
ment is indeed very serious. But the writer is sure that Government will pay 
no heed to it. 

65. The Aitavadi [Calcutta] of the 8th November considers the famine 

allowances of Re. 1-8 and Rs.3 paid by the Govern- 

Famino allowances to Govern- ment to clerks and others whuse salaries are very 

— small to be quite inadequate, and recommends 

that they should be increased as proposed by the Hon’ble Babu Radha Charan 
Pal some time ago. | 

66. The Navasakti [Calcutta] of the 8th November asks, Who is respon- 

) sible for the death of Rajani Kanta Das, who suc- 
m4 Seveemnnenn's partiality to e@ymbed to the injuries he had received when | 
aes assaulted by a policeman during the recent riots: 
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ment have declared the police to be quite innocent without enquir- 
Fe a pone like this. Is this not encouraging murder? Will this not help 
a ch oppressions to increase? If the rulers are indifferent to all this, the Ruler 
2 the world is sure to avenge the blood of the innocent, 
67. Referring to the resolution of the Government of Bengal on the 
tetten of tho Bonsil recent Calcutta riots and noting that while con- 
son the recent Cale demning Mr. Collin’s inquiry into the same as hasty 
cutta riots. and incomplete Sir Andrew Fraser observes that 
the conduct of the Police at the Beadon Square meeting while it was held and 
thereafter was not unreasonable, the Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 9th 
November asks that when His Honour has already arrived at a conelusion 
to that effect why is he going to have a fresh inquiry instituted in the 
matter by Mr. Weston ? ; 
68. Noticing that only six of the aggrieved persons who had suffered 
eae from the oppression of the police during the recent 
cory ery 7 gaa into the Calcutta riots appeared before Mr. Weston to 
emai complain against their oppressors while a majority 
of them attended the inquiry conducted by Mr. Collin andt he People’s Commis- 
sion the Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 9th November concludes that this is 
because the people have ceased to have any faith in the official inquiry. The 
paper adds that seeing this Mr. Weston is now summoning in a regular way 
those that had lodged complaints with the local police Commissioner and that as 
a result some of the Sufferers have since been turning up to give their evidence. 


69. The passing of the seditious Meetings Act, says the Bharat Mitra 
[Calcutta] of the 9th November indicates (a) that 
the Indians are no longer the subjects of the 
British Government but of only a few hard-hearted executive officers who have 
come out here to administer the country (4) that they are a conquered people 
and hence deserve such a treatment (c) that they are enemies of England and 
that no better relation can possibly be established between them and their rulers 
and (d) that the very Indians without whose co-operation it would have been 
difficult for the English to obtain the Indian Empire are now seditionists and 
worthy of being thrashed. 

The paper compliments the Hon’ble Mr. Gokhale and Dr. Rash Bihari 
Ghosh on their having protested against the passing of the act so very ably 
and gives a summary of the speech of the former in this connection. 


70. The Bharat Mitra (Calcutta) of the 9th November gives its own 
version of the Viceroy’s speech on the occasion of 
his passing the Seditious Meetings Act in the Vice- 
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regal Council at Simla. 


71. The Daily Hitavadi aaron of the 9th November says that, except- 
ing the affair in connection with the Provincial 
conference which was got up by the Police, no other 
inion disturbance has as yet taken place at Barisal, and 
still it is there only that the new Seditious Meetings Act has been made appli- 
cable. The Government cannot say that there is any serious breach. of peace 
at Barisal. The fact is, and we understood it long since, that as swadeshi and 
boycott have been entirely successful at Barisal, the white traders are 
greatly enraged at it, and hence the Government think it their first duty to 
oppress the people of Barisal, and various attempts are being made to endanger 
Aswini Babu. But all their attempts will not be able to check the swadeshs. 


72. The Navayug [Calcutta] of the 9th November characterises 
Mr. Collin’s report regarding the recent distur- 
bance in Calcutta as simply disgusting and 
shameful. Mr. Collin has said that the moters were 
composed mainly of respectable Bengalis, This is a downright lie. We 
could never think Mr-Collin to be a man of such low birth as would willingly 
fabricate such a falsehood. Under the circumstances, we suppose that he was 
obliged to do this in order to shield the police. Government also seems to be 

oubtful of the correctness of Mr. Collin’s findings. Government’s Resolution 


a Mr. Collin’s Report, however, contains unmistakable evidence of Sir Andrew 
raser's love for the police. 


Application of the Seditious 
Meetings Act at Barisal. 


Government Resolution on Mr. 
ollin’s Report. 
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The writer offers the same criticisms of the Resolution as are contained 
in the Daily Hitavadi of the 5th instant (See paragraph 60 of this Report) 
and adds:— 

From the 2nd to the 4th October, the northern quarter of Calcutta was 
sufficiently guarded by the police. In this state of things it was hard] 

ossible for common people to commit oppressions. It is the first time in the 

istory of Calcutta that gundas have robbed and oppressed wayfarers before 
the eyes of policemen armed witb Juthws. The very fact that a complete state 
of anarchy prevailed in Calcutta continuously for four days proves the utter 
incapacity of the Calcutta Police, from the Commissioner downwards, and it is 
unjustifiable on the part of the Government to continue to repose in their hands 
the responsibility of guarding the lives and properties of the citizens of 
Calcutta. 

Sir Andrew Fraser kas said, ‘‘ there are various cases in which definite 
statements have been made inculpating iadividual members of the (police) 
force.” If so, why did Mr. Collin show his meanness by laying the blame on 
the shoulders of respectable men? His Honour further says, “some of the 
statements * * are definite and charge certain members of the force with 
deliberate neglect of duty or with gross misconduct. It is important that these 
cases should be fully enquired into”. It has been an act of the highest impro- 
priety and utter needlessness on the part of the Government to have passed a 
Resolution such as it has done, before making the enquiry. 

Lastly, Rajani Kanta Ray’s dying declaration in the Calcutta Medical 
College Hospital clearly proves that it was the police force stationed at that 
time in the northern quarter of the town on the plea of preserving peace, which 
committed all sorts of oppression, such as robbery, murder, rioting, &c. 


78. Noticing that the Seditious Meeting Act has been enforced throughout 
the new province, the Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] 


The enforcement of the Seditious 


Monings Act. of the 11th November observes that this has been 


decidedly contrary to what the Viceroy had said 
about the enforcement of the Act in course of his speech in the Viceregal 


Council at Simla when His Exellency mentioned Backerganj as the i 


district where in the opinion of the Lieutenant-Governor of East Bengal, 
the enforcement of the Act was considered necessary at present. In fact, the 
terms of the Government orders in the Gazette do not, says the paper, agree 
with the words of the Viceroy. ‘The paper, therefore, exclaims, ‘‘ surely such a 


legislation would not have been so hastily entered upon had not the Govern- 
ment executive been so capricious in their decision.” 


74. Denouncing asa pretext to increase the departmental income the 

ey system lately introduced by the Postal Department 

= new startin the Postal sys- of paying in advance by the sender of a letter of 
m. ° -e . 

postage forthe reply, the Hindi Bangavasi (Calcutta 

of the 11th November exclaims that those thut have come out here with a 

motive of gain will naturally grudge to part with anything demanded of 


them. ‘lhe paper, therefore, enquires whether it would not be reasonable for 
the Indians to look to the interest of their native land, 


75. Describing the agricultural prospect of India, the Hindi Bangavast 

: [Calcutta ’ of the 11th November suggests that the 
dati pros- only way to prevent famine in the country is to 
safeguard against the export of food-grains and to 

devise means whereby to increase the productive power of the soil. Unless 
this is done, the piteous cries for food of the starving population will never, 0 


the opinion of the paper, cease in the country. But would they listen to 
its advice ? asks the journal. 


76. Mr. Weston, who hae been holding afresh enquiry into the recent 

Mr. Weston allowed to consult Calcutta riots under the orders of the Lieutenant- 
the evidence recorded by the Governor, has, says the Hina Bangavas nar ge 
private Commission of Enquiry. of the 11th November, wom tacitly allowed by 
His Honour to consalt the evidence recorded by the private Commission of 
Enquiry lately inangurated in this connection. The paper, therefore, exclaims 


‘* surely, it can not be made out how His Honour became so generous. all at 
once.” 
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77. The Hindi Bangavase [Calcutta] of the 11th November remarks that 2%" #4o«vas1, 


since the Punjab and the United and the Central 
Famine in India. Provinces are terribly affected “— _ it is 
. il its expenses 1N Connection with the seditious 
time for pp ges 7 f ear relief to the suffering people. 
cases and devise means for giving F ith N sage ge 
78, The Navasakti (Calcutta) of the ovember writes how, lately 
at Barisal, a number of drunken Gurkhas did 
The ease of certain shop-keepers damage to a number of local shop-keepers both 
at Barisal. Hindu and —. = Ma lp open has 
ai id compensation only to the Musaiman shop-keepers to the exclusion 
of the Bindu pe The paper then concludes with the remark :— _ 

Lord Minto may loudly assert that Government regards Hindu and 

Musalmans in the = 8 — this incident easily shows which way the 
i in Kast Bengal. 
ace esses 7 79. Commenting on Mr. Morley’s recent 
Mr. Morley’s speech at gneech at Arbroath, the Navasakti [Calcutta] of the 
aneee. 11th November writes :— 

We hope that those who are still misled by the maya (illusory in- 
fluence) of the English people will cease to be so after reading this speech 
of the foremost man of their race, who is still in certain quarte s known 
as ‘‘ Honest John.” a 

80. Referring to Mr. Morley’s recent refusal to accept a suggestion of the 

Indian Humanitarien Committee and stop sentences 

Mr. Morley and the flogging of of flogging being passed on political offenders in 

Pee et India, the Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 11th Noven- 
ber writes :— | : ae 

The dada (colloquial for elder brother) is a very personification of Jaggan- 

* Tho imaze of this god shows nath® Feringhi, we are lost (lit. dipped) in the 
him minus his two hands. trickery of your language. . 

81. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 12th November points to the 

) declining value of Indian shares in the English 

fig, mee Ovit effects of exaggera- market as proof of the shortsightedness which has 

— led the officials to adopt unlawful means to suppress 

the Swadesht agitation. 

82. Referrmg to Mr. Morley’s recent unfavourable response to the 

representation of the Indian Humanitarian Com- 
and flogging mittee regarding whipping sentences for political 

offenders in India, the Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta ] 
of the 12th November writes that, now that most English Judges and Magis- 
trates regard it as their duty more to defend the interests of their countrymen 
than to dispense justice, Indians have ceased to look for |humanity from them. 
They would, indeed. rather look for it from the beasts of the forest than from 
those Europeans who, though judges, kick at the head of justice and of the 
law. It is no use appealing, on the score of humanity, to men who make brute 
force the criterion of civilisation and of manliness. 


Mr. Morley 
sentences in India. 


III.—Lecis.iation. 


83. Referring to the Seditious Meetings Bill, the Hitavad [Calcutta | of 
the lst November writes :— 
The fertile brain of our ruler could not hit 
upon a better method of preserving peace in the country—in other words, of 
Stopping Swadeshi meetings—than making a newlaw. If by gagging the mouth 
the mind could be controlled, then, of course, the subject races of the world 
would have died from suffocation long ago. The truth is that the English, 
though they are proud of their civilisation, may yet trample upon Justice and 
righteousness, if the sale of British goods diminish. ee “ae 
84. Referring to the proposed reforms of the Legislative Councils in 
The India the Hitavadi [Calcutta ] of the lst sng agerad 
Legislative Oocasile of the observes that protests will be useless, a8 it is the 
| one aim of the rulers to deprive the educated com- 


Seditious Meetings Bill. 


wunity of its influence. The people must depend solely upon their own 
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unaided resources and their social forces if they want to improve the condition 
of their country. | 


85, Re the Seditious Meetings Act, the Navayug [Calcutta] of the 2nd 


a November writes that if a loyal people a . 
ee”. ne ae disloyalty, ret will ma omer 
actually disloyal. The young inexperienced Police Magistrates will abuse the 


powers they will get under the law and create unrest. The experience of 
the recent Partition day celebration in Calcutta shows that the leaders of the 
Indian community are quite capable of keeping the peace at meetings if they 
are not interfered with by the police. 
86. Referring to the enforcement of the Seditious Meetings Act in the 
os Backergunj district in East Bengal, the Daily 
., rhe Seditions Meetings Actand = FTitayads [Calcutta] of the 4th November says :— 
its evil effects. : ; Say 
The officials believe that there is now a 
rebellion in Bengal. Their belief is no doubt based upon reports supplied 
by the Police. But should all that the Police say be taken as gospel truth ? 
Lord Minto may not know the true character of the Police in Bengal. But 
Sir Andrew Fraser was the President of the late Police Commission. For an 
old and veteran officer like him to have forgotten so soon what he himself 
had said about the Police in Bengal when he submitted his final report is not 
at all creditable. He then said clearly that the Police in Bengal were utterly 
worthless, that no reliance could be placed on what they said, and that most of 
them were liars and horribly corrupt. Has he now forgotten all these things 
now that he occupies the exalted seat of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal ? 
What a power is now going to be placed in the hands of the Police whose 
character is well known! In the mufassal the Police will have unlimited 
scope for oppressing the people in any way they like. The people will be 
absolutely at their mercy. How miserably the people of Barisal will fare under 
the new fe will soon appear. 
87. The Daily Hitavad {| Calcuttaj of the 4th November remarks that 
by entrusting the Seditious Meetings Bill to a 
Select Committee the rulers complied with a method 
of making laws as it obtains in civilised countries only to save their faces. It 
was a foregone conclusion that no changes would be made in the Bill. This 
is a phase of Western politics, which is only another name for crooked policy. 
88. We now see, writes the Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta | of the 5th November, 
cs _. | that the Gagging Act has been applied to the whole 
uiPplication of the Seditious of Eastern Bengal and Assam. And it will be 
la soon extended to Western Bengal. Besides this, 
we expect that in the very first sitting of the Supreme Legislative Council 
in Calcutta a Bill will be introduced for controlling the writings of the press. 
89. The Bihar Bandhu [ Bankipore] of the 9th November notes that the 
gi — oe subjects of His Majesty B ay om ee 
ne §=Niceroy 8 speecn =ware seized with consternation, since His Excellency 
Se eee Mecting® the Viceroy’s declaring in the course of his last 
speech at Simla, on the occasion of his passing the 
Seditious Meetings Act, that he trusted that there would be no further need for 
an appeal to the powers of the Act, but should the necessity unfortunately 
arise the Government of India would not hesitate instantly to comply with 
the demands of its Lieutenant-Governors. 
90. Referring to the words of His Excellency the Viceroy addressed to 
—. | the ipnajam in the a bn his 0 
ey lceroy ® words to © on the occasion of his passing the Seditious Meet 
Commendes-ia-Obiel te the Vie 300. aoe (2 Cloancll at ‘Bimle in which His 
Excellency wished him to convey to the Indian 
soldiers his appreciation of their loyalty to their Sovereign and to say to them 
that His Excellency knew all that had lately been done to rouse the native 
soldiery to revolt, the Bihar Bandhu [Bankipore } of the 9th November remarks 
that with all their devotion to His Excellency as the representative of the King, 
the Indian people will, naturally, feel much distressed at the groundless 
accusation made against them of inciting the native soldiers. to rebellion. 
India, says the paper, is under the influence of unpropitious stars at present, and 


The Seditious Meetings Act. 


_ many wicked people are taking advantage of the same to cause estrangement 
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he rulers and the ruled by resorting to tricks the most prominent 
phe pe which is the Rawelstnil scandal. The paper adds that this 
‘a , ‘time for both the rulers and the ruled to be constant and steady iu 
their general conduct and for the former not a entertain every private report 
as being true. It assures the Government t at the Indian people, as well as 
the native soldiers, are well wishers of the British Government, adding that let 
the executive be as much oppressive as they like in their treatment of the Indian 
people, so long as there is the possibility of a redress the latter will not cease 
in their devotion to the British throne. | ’ 

91. The Bihar Bandhu fBankipore] of the 9th November recounts, in 

Hindi, all that the Hon’ble Mr. Gokhale said in the 
Hon'ble Mr. Gokhale's speech course of his speech re the Seditious Meetings 
sddees Maclegs = wry . the last Meeting of the Viceregal Council 
at Simla. 
92. Referring to the passing of the Seditious Meetings Act, the Bihar 
Bandhu [Bankipore] of the 9th November remarks 
The passing of the Seditious that, as a subject-people, the Indians are, in duty 
ee bound, to obey any law that their rulers may choose 
to make, and that they will, invariably, do that and foster good wishes for 
the English rule as long as they will regard the English as their rulers and 
expect justice at the hands of the British Government. But the Government 
Executive, the paper observes, are now getting more and more severe in 
their administration of the country, of which the passing of the Act under 
reference by an official majority consisting of foreigners alone, and in total 
disregard of the voice of the Indian a, He who have an equal share in 
the weal and woe of the people, is a notable instance. Seeing that no proper 
replies were given by Government to the protests of Mr. Gokhale and 
Dr. Rash Behari Ghosh in this connection, the paper deeply regrets that 
Government now does not care to listen to the opinion of its Indian 
subjects. In conclusion, the paper adds that, although the speech of Mr. Gokhale 
was not liked by the official members of the Council, none of them ventured to 
reply to the points raised by him. 

93. Referring to the newly passed Seditious Meetings Act the Sri Srs 
Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcuita] of 
the 7th November writes :— 

Now that the Seditious Meetings Act has been passed, Government's 
anxiety is gone. ‘The spreading of sedition has been checked and the founda- 
tions of the British Empire have been strengthened. T his is the view of 
those who have brought this law into existence. But thoughtful people think 
otherwise. They know that real sedition is not to be found in meetings 
and newspapers. It is constantly smouldering in the hearts of the people, 
every fresh act of the Government serving to cause it to burst into flame. 
The people at large have no longer any faith in or respect for Government. 
Everybody now perceives that if an body desired to ameliorate the condition 
of his country, it would serve no useful purpose to keep looking intently at 
foreigners, We must shape our own destiny. : 

_{tis the Government officials who are responsible for this state of public 
feeling. If, therefore, dislike, hatred or disaffection has taken possession of 
the hearts of the people, those shortsighted fellows who are servants of 
Emperor Edward are alone responsible for it. Government calls this dis- 
aifection sedition. It is a misnomer to cell itso. It may be fitly termed 
‘ disaffection to officials”. No intelligent man can entertain the desire that 
British Administration in India should cease to exist, or that Englishmen 
should leave India. But the people of this country have been thoroughly 
disgusted with the shortsighted and thoughtless body of officials. The fire of 
that discontent cannot be extinguished by the streams of law from the heights 
of Simla. You can make laws, suppress meetings, but you cannot extinguish 
the Vesuvius that is blazing constantly in the inmost recesses of the hearts of 
the people. The present law is therefore useless. : 

This law will be useless from another point of view. It will be possible to 
have hundreds of centres in each of which 20 persons will assemble and preach 
soycott, This, will be even more effective. We confidently predict that the 

editious Meetings Act will do good rather than harm to the country. 
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It is sheer waste of energy for Mr. Gokhale and Dr. Ghose to make 
speeches in Council. One might as well sing to make a deaf man hear the 
music. This time they must have learned a very good leason. In one sense 
they have done injury to the cause of the country. Their action has tended 


to show that we are suppliants for the favour and the leavings of the table of 
the English. 


94. Referring to the decision of the Government of India that after the 
Government’s nominee to the ©* ration of the term of the Hon’ble Nawab 
Vioeregal Council to represent Salimulla of Dacca in the Viceregal Legislative 
East Bengal and Assam. Council his successor will be nominated by Govern- 
ment, the Daily Aitavad: [Calcutta] of the 8th November says that the reason 
why the non-official Members of the East Bengal Legislative Council will not 
be allowed to elect a Member to represent East Bengal and Assam in the 
Viceroy’s Council is that nominated Members are not likely to raise inconvenient 
questions in the Council. Who expects that the gentleman who is going to be 


nominated for Kast Beugal will possess the independence and the ability of the 
Hon’ble Dr. Ghose. 


95. Ina leader under the heading “The Gagging Act,” the Hitavadi 
tics Maciieees Miuadlinia Ans [Calcutta] of the 8th November writes :— 
oT” In spite of all protests, Lord Minto’s Govern- 
ment have passed the Gagging Act. This Act will not be applicable to places 
where it is not proclaimed by the authorities, But it will not take long to 
bring a place under the provisions of the Act, if the officers of the Government 
can work up a disturbance ut that place as they did in Calcutta. 


So on the Ist November, that is on the day of the 50th anniversary of 
Empress Victoria’s Proclamation, the representative of Her late Majesty’s son, 
Emperor Edward VII, took away from the people of India one of the most 
important rights. confered on them by the Proclamation. This may be called the 
sradh (obsequies) of Empress Victoria’s Proclamation. This act of generosity 


and love for the subjects will proclaim to the world the glory of the British 
administration. 


The Government are deporting their subjects without trial, punishing 
speakers if their speeches exceed the limits of the law, and grinding down 
editors of newspapers by bringing them under the operation of the Sedition 
Act. Not satisfied with all this, they have now set themselves to gag the 
people by means of brute force. When speakers abuse the right of liberty 
of speech, or when editors of newspapers are led by their feelings to 
transgress the limits prescribed by the law, they all get punished. But the 
authorities are not content with this only,—they now think it necessary to 
deprive every one, whether innocent or guilty, of freedom of speech. Instead 
of punishing the dacoits who rob people, our Government think it as by far 
the better course to divest the people of their property, so that they may not 
be robbed by dacoits any more. Finding that the malady is difficult to cure, 
that skilful physician, our Viceroy, is going to kill the patient. 

Disregarding the | gpa made by Mr. Gokhale, Dr. Rash Bihari Ghosh, 
the Tikka Sahib, and even by the majority of the Anglo-Indian papers, 
the Act has been passed and all words of advice have fallen flat on the ears of 
the Government. Henceforth if more than 20 people assemble at 4 
public place or in a private house, a Police Inspector shall be able to enter 
the place and record any conversation that may be going on there; and then 
it is on his report that the Government will rely and will act accordingly. 
The police, though notoriously oppressive and corrupt, are now vested with 
a new power. If a wedding or any other festivity is going on in a person’s 
house, and he happens to be for any reason not on good terms with the 
members of the local police, they ahall now be able to enter into his house and 
easily put him to trouble by taking down some notes whether true or false. Is 
it not an act of the worst despotism to place such immense power in the hands 
of an oppressive police ? This will bea source of great uneasiness to innocent 
gentlemen, fur whenever more than 20 people will assemble in a house, the 
owner of the house will have to prove that it is not a public meeting. For 
the offence of the few the Government have chained down the entire population 
of India~and this is good Goveroament! Mr, Gokhale and Dr. Rash Bihari 


( 1265 ) 


lained all this clearly to the Government, but that only enraged 
oer pe the Act, Sir Harvey Adamson, who said that the moderates 
wre responsible for not having prevented the extremists from spreading 


sedition all over the country, and that it was idle for them to try to 


show that the majority of the population were loyal; and also that 
Mr. Gokhale and Dr. Ghosh and the people whom they represented were to 
blame for the-necessity which was felt for passing the present Act. Lord Minto 
sang to a similar tune, and said that since the people of India were to blame for 
compelling the Government to pass this Act, they should not now be afraid of 
oppression. ‘¢ We loosened the reins a bit and found that you were going 
astray. So we have tightened them, and, if necessary, will make them tighter 
still. We have.not been frightened by a shadow, but we have actvally seen the 
monster of sedition moving in the land, and even trying to affect our loyal 
‘soldiers and the frontier tribes, but it was driven away by the Commander-in- 
Chief.’ We did not know that the eagle eye of Lord Minto had noticed from 
the heights of Simla the movements of the monster of sedition, There must be 
some magic influence in the chair vacated by Lord Curzon. 


We are pleased with Lord Minto and Sir Harvey Adamson for having 
explained to us plainly and without reserve the relation that exists between the 
Government and ourselves. So long as we remain like slaves prostrate at their 
feet in expectation of their favours, they will not kill us though they may take 
away our food from us; but if we make the least attempt to raise our heads, there 
is the club (for knocking us down). Our Viceroy says to us: “‘ We know what 
your new aspirations are, and we are acting accordingly. If you keep silent, all 
will be well—that is, you must not oppose us in what we do, and we have now 
stopped you effectually.” 


Lord Minto has forcibly gagged the educated and civilized subjects, but he 
will not succeed in gaining his object. The people can see through the motive 
which inspires all this. You are going to sacrifice justice and virtue, in order to 
stop by brute force the swadesht agitation which is the source of great heart-burn- 
ing to you. ‘*Force can shut the mouth, but the mind cannot be put under 
control by any one.” You have no right over our minds. You will see that 
the swadesht agitation will become stronger, and the people of India will never 
forget this haughtiness on your part. Your treatment has convinced even the 
loyal subjects that their knee-bendings are of no value whatever; that when the 
Government are bent on oppression, loyal people cannot escape from its effects. 
The result will indeed be beneficial to the country. The swadeshi will gain 
fresh impetus. ‘lalking is stopped, but deeds will increase. No amount of 
endeavour on your part can check the course of justice, None can be successful 
if he foliows an unrighteous path. 


96. The Aitavadi [Calcutta] of the 8th November says that though ia the 
course of his speech in connection with the Seditious 
Meetings Act Lord Minto asked the Moderates to 
rally round and help the Government, he did not care to concede any of the 
requests made by Mr, Gokhale and Dr. Rash Behari Ghosh for making one or 
two changes in the wording of the Act.: Is such treatment likely to induce 
Mr. Gokhale and Dr. Ghosh to help the Government more eagerly? By this 
Act the Viceroy has curbed the power of the very men whose aid be asked to 
have. Can such a piece of double dealing increase the respect of any class of 
men for the Government? — 


97. Ina leader under the heading “‘The treatment is more violent than 


the disease,” the Navasakti [Calcutta] of the 8th 


November has the following :-— 
If the mouth is shut, the flow of feeling, if it is earnest and unreserved, can 
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never be checked; and any attempt to do so by force only increases discontent. 


The new Act prohibits the holding of meetings in Hastern Bengal, and this sort 
of artificial prevention of the exchange of ideas will never be successful, The 
discontent of the people is daily increasing on account of the various acts of 
oppression and injustice, and now though they will not be able to ventilate 
their feelings they will become discontented all the more. Gladstone fully 
realized the fact that it is no good putting discontent away from view if it 
rasa be rooted out altogether. ‘This was the key-note of his Irish policy, and 

e later developments in Ireland and the events that are taking place in Russia 
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show how justified he was in his idea. This new Act will not cure the malad 
but only increase the number of its symptoms. The Act prohibits al] publi. 
meetings, but it cannot possibly stop small gatherings held in private, In 
Russia any assembly consisting of more than five persons is held illegal. But 
numerous secret meetings are held in Russia in secluded places such as for 
etc. Sometimes the people get arrested and punished, but that does not 
others. Englishmen hate the narrow-minded policy of the Russian Government 
but the people of Eastern Bengal are now in no better position than the 
Russians, Are not Englishmen, who used to boast of their liberal ideas 
ashamed of their present deeds? 
98. The Samay [Calcutta] of the 8th November says that the passing 
The Seditious Mestings Act. of the Seditious Meetings Act in the face of go 
many protests, shows that no amount of reasoning 
can persuade our rulers to relax their obstinacy. It is a pity that the Govern. 
ment should not care to pursue the straightforward policy of mildness and 
sympathy, but should be injuring the real welfare of the country by taking to 
harsh measures. We may confidently say, and the world will echo this, that, 
considering the state of the country, such a line of action is altogether improper. 
99. With reference to the Seditious Meetings Act, the Bangavasi | Calcutta] 
of the 9ti November writes as follows in the course 
of an article entitled “ The climax has been reached 


ests, 
deter 
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now ”:— 

Now is the blackness of reproach on Morley’s and Minto’s (name) the deepest. 
Now is the flag proclaiming (their) cowardice fully exposed to public gaze. 
Now is the highest summit of (their) despicableness and meanness (reached). 

Thanks to the defect of the intelligence of timid officials, it is the shame 
of the English which has been proclaimed. We have argued with the English 
many times, but the English would not be convinced, and it is they who will 
(now) have to bear the consequences. ‘The same Morley and Minto have passed 


the law for the stoppage of meetings, through whose faults of administration 


the forest-flame of discontent is at the present time burning fiercely ull over 
India. Even the most foolish creature in this country understands that Morley 
and Minto have put their heads together and made this law to gag the people 
of India, lest these, by repeatedly harping on their misdeeds, should bring up 
before the eyes of Englisnmen the true characters of those rulers. ‘hat the 
English have not understood this, is no fault of yours or mine. 

Why has such a law been made now? The one explanation of that 
certainly is “‘The ill-luck of the English.” For two yeara how swadeshi and 
boycott have been progressing! That this agitation of the Bengalis would 
prove vain was what the English officials supposed at first. But gradually the 
English came to realise that this agitation had something substantial in it, 
and that the Bengalis were no longer men devoid of substance. It came 
to be an idea with very many English officials of the land that this was what 
genuinely constituted sedition. It is of course not surprising that such an idea 
should be formed by them. The Bengalis are not going to, and will not be able 
to, expel the English with the aid of cannon and rifles. But if they firmly keep 
up for some time longer the resolution and steadfastness with which they have 
(so aa devoted themselves to the boycott, English goods will have to take 
their last farewell of this country. And if goods produced in his own country 
go, what is left to the Englishmen (in India)? And the Bexgalis have vowed 
to give up the use not only of English goods, but of English ways and ideas 
even. If the Bengali gives up using Englisn goods and can give up English 
ideas and ways, he may be said genuinely to be alive (again), and the influence 
of the. English in Bengal will then indeed be diminished. And if their 
influence departs, what is left to them (in the country) ? 

In witnessing the amazing prowess of the Bengalis in the swadeshs 
agitation, the English quaked and thought ‘‘what was sedition if not this”? 
But they could not speak out what they thought in the present case. For they 
themselves at one time made a law to expel Indian woven fabrics from their 
country, and the Bengalis by their vow to boycott things foreign are really 
trying todoa thing which was exactly similar to what was sought to be 
accomplished by that legislation. | 

But though their lips would not open (to utter what was in their hearts) , 
their hearts were bursting. That was why in Eastern Bengal regulation ‘(ath 
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iti Gurkha scimitars were raised, and the 

came down (on the backs of the citizens), G 
Sudarsan® of circulars was whirled about. Would 
* The discus of Vishnu. sack ghings Lit = without a hint 
Why did the HKoglish remain unconcerned after 
fron Mate eh ede v siodecls of their subordinate agents? So long the lips 
of the ‘English did not burst (open), now they have opened. The smouldering 
fire -, their hearts has made itself manifest now in a volcanic outburst. Was 
there really any sedition in meetings? In some meetings perhaps, certain speakers 
may have warned the English of the evil which is being wrought to India as the 
result of Morley and Minto’s misgovernment. In some cases perhaps some speak- 
ersinthe fulness of their hearts may have made use of words which imply hatred 
of the English. If language of this kind was used by anybody, there is a law 
existing to bring him to book. Is the entire population to be held res- 
ponsible for the fault of individuals? Did anything of this kind ever happen 
under British rule befcre? If the majority of speakers in the majority of 
meetings had used seditious language, then perhaps a repressive law would 
have been called for; but no one has been able to prove that this was the case. 
Such being the circumstances, if the people of the country think that it is the 
rowing success of the swadesht agitation which has led the English to make 

this law with the aim of throttling them, can they be held guilty? 

All Indians are opposed to this law, and yet it has been passed. When 
was it not thus? Do you remember what happened in connexion with the Age 
of Consent Bill? What the value of being a member of your Viceregal Council 
‘. was made manifest on that occasion of the Age of Consent Bill as it has been 
* this occasion too. But all the same one’s heart would yearn for this office 
of 2 lick-spittle. : ; } 

O Eerthhinen, youare mightily influential, and can do what you will. 
You have willed, and you have made the law. But know that this law 
proclaims your shame all the world over. It will be proclaimed all over the 
earth that the majority of meetings in this country are not seditions, and that 
the English have made this law without justification. In these meetings 
nothing is done which constitutes what is sedition in the opinion of Englishmen. 
But it is different if the English think that swadesit and boycott imply loss to 
them, and as such constitute sedition. If they really think that they have done 
their duty from their point of view, we must say that, in that case, there 
is no people on earth go foolish as they. Fools, if the peuple of this country 
have really been roused, if they have really come to have a correct conception 
of their jreligious and patriotic duties, will you by gagging them be able to 
thwart them in carrying their vow to a successful conclusion? You have 
legislated most inopportunely. If you had passed this law a little earlier, 
the carrying out of the vow of swadeshi service might to some extent have 
been thwarted. But there is no chance of the law doing any such thing now. 
What speech could accomplish has been accomplished. The time now has 
come for action. The work will now be carried on and the flame will be 
kindled through the eyes. We think that it is well that this law has been made, 
Meetings might have encouraged the use of irritating language: now though 
speech is silenced, genuine heart-felt work will be accomplished. What else 
can happen as the result of this law, (we call upon you) O Englishmen, (to) 
reflect and find out. whe 

100. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 9th November, in characterising 
Lord Minto’s speech on the Seditious Meetings 
Act, writes _ His se gy wa made use 7, poison- 
ed knives after dipping then in a syrup of sugar- 
candy. Are the people of India so very foolish - i ii , 

101. The Langavasi [Calcutta] of the 9th November compares Mr. Baker’s 
speech in Council on the Seditions Meetings Act 
to the hiss of a cobra de capello, The honourable 
gentleman seems quite eayer always to bite the 


Lord Minto’s speech on the 
Seditious Meetings Act. 


Mr. Baker's speech on the 
seditious Meetings Act. 


people of this country. 
102. The Bangavasi , Calcutta] of the 9th November takes the recent 
notification in the Gazette of India declaring the Sedi- 


tious Meetings Act to be in force in the Province 
of Eastern Bengal and Assam as a violation 
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of His Excellency’s statement that the law in question will be enfo 
in Backerganj and then: remarks :— — 
What did not happen so long, will be seen now as the result of the 
excesses of the officials. The signs are bad on all sides, 
103. The Basumati(Calcutta] of the 9th November says that the Seditious 


‘The Seditions Meetings Act. Meetings Act has deprived the Indians of the 
highest privilege of man, the privilege of expresg- 
ing one’s thoughts. That Government can never be considered natural and 
proper under which it becomes necessary to gag a people by legislation 
after a rule of one hundred and fifty years. ‘“ We fail to realise,” says 
the writer, ‘“‘any difference between the people of this country and the 
slaves of Africa.” It is not possible to rule a country with laws and muskets 
alone. Mutual sympathy between rulers and the ruled constitutes the true 
foundation of good government. Severe laws and brute force may create 
horrors, but it must be considered that they are not the offspring of moral force, 
An empire without moral force at its back may be a thing possible, but it is 
not befitting the civilisation of the twentieth century. In an empire 
established by brute force and guarded by laws and bayonets, the supremacy 
of the sovereign power may be maintained, but good government is out of the 
question. 

Faith generates faith. Distrust gives birth to suspicion. Englistmen 
distrust the Indians, and will the Indians trust the Englishmen ? Those who 
create the feeling of distrust between the rulers and the ruled in the country, 
may he powerful administrators, but are not farsighted statesmen. It is very 
easy to legislate, but very hard to generate-sympathy. | 

Government has said that the new law is necessary, because there is 
sedition and unrest in the country, But Mr. Gokhale and Dr. Ghosh have 
proved that this imputation is not based on fact, and that the new law is not 
at all required in this country. Government has not controverted their 
arguments, but has passed the law with the help of ita sovereign power. 
Government says that there is no end of unrest in the Punjab and Bengal, and 
that it is spreading to other parts of the country. But who are responsible 
for this unrest, the rulers or the ruled? And is this unrest so universal as to 
make the new law absolutely necessary ? Who are responsible for the unrest 
in Eastern Bengal? Judicial findings point to those who incited the Musal- 
mans of the province against Hindus. Who are responsible for the recent 
disturbances in Calcutta? ‘The enquiry of the people’s Commission point to 
the police. Every impartial judge will say that the unrest in the Punjab was 
not principally the work of the people of the country. What caused the 
disturbance in Cocanada? The haughtiness of an Englishman. 

Sir Denzil Ibbetson bas said that at present the new law is not required 
in the Punjab. Lord Minto has, on the other hand, said that the Punjab is a 
hot-bed of sedition and that it is there that attempts were made to tamper 
with the loyalty of the Indian army. The Lieutenant-Governor of tho 
province is of opinion that the new law is not required in it, but the Government 
of India says that the unrest in the Punjab is one of the causes why this 
law has become necessary. This is something incomprehensible. 

Sir Lancelot Hare has asked the new law for the district of Backergan). 
Backerganj is the stronghold of swadeshi. Do endeavours to resuscitate and 
support the arts and industries of the country constitute sedition? ‘The whole 
of the new province has, however, been proclaimed. What a farce! : 

Mr. Gokhale and Dr. Ghosh said that the powers which the new law would 
give to the police would be abused by them. Government, however, could 
not believe that police officers of high rank would do so. Everybody knows 
what stuff the police of this country is made of. Government itself has more 
than once admitted it. But zd makes people blind. In the report of the 
Police Commission appointed by Lord Curzon, Sir Andrew Fraser painted the 
police in its true colours. Is such a police fit for such large powers as the new 
law gives them ? 

We ask Sir Harvey Adamson, is it the sin of the Extremists which has 
created the. new law? The pretext of the sin of the Extremists is of the same 


nature as the pretext which the wolf in Asop’s fable made use of for killing 
the innocent lamb. 7 
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en if it is supposed that the Extremists are guilty of great indiscretion 
that cn reason i the whole country should be p Hoo of a valuable 
ms Gokhale and Dr. Ghosh have committed a great sin by abusing the 
Extremists in the Legislative Council. Theirs has, nevertheless, been a cry 
‘1 the wilderness. Vain Delusive Hope, what mad dances you make the 
leaders of our country dance! But with unerring vision we see that the 
future is bright with the light of hope. India is the proper field for 
struggle. Silently engage yourself, O Indians, in the struggle. It will bear 
fruit, even if it be after ages. rr 

Government can deprive the people of their privileges, but it cannot rule 
their minds. Instead of laying the axe at the root of discontent and unrest, 
Government has closed the channels of venting them. Can any Government 
control the thoughts of a people ? And will the thoughts which the Government 
of India [have sown in the minds of the Indians help the establishment of 
peace and order in the country ? Of all the blunders which the Government 
of India have as yet made the present is the most dangerous. 

104. The Navayug [Calcutta] of the 9th November says that 50 years 
after the issue of the late Queen’s Proclamation of 
Ist November 1858, the Indians have been deprived 
of the privilege which 1t conferred on them. The provisions of that great 
Proclamation have been gradually and slowly set aside. And the situation, as 
it stands at present, distinctly indicates that, however highly the Indians may 
be educated, there is no hope of their _ ing equal privileges with other 
British subjects. Letit be so. Let your will be done—this is all that we can 
say to Englishmen. But we want to be enlightened on a point or two regard- 
ing the Seditious Meetings Act. According tothe Act a gathering of 20 
persons or more will constitute a public meeting, if any subject is discussed in 
it. Now, many social ceremonies in this country are invariably attended with 
gatherings of friends and relatives in which all sorts of subjects, social, poli- 
tical, etc., are freely discussed. And there is nothing in the Seditious 
Meetings Act to prevent the Police from arresting members of such social 
gatherings. Besides this, if in such gatherings social objection is made against 
the use of foreign articles in the ceremonies concerned and a discussion 
ensues on the point, the Police may smell sedition in it and make arrests. 

Is all this calculated to pacify the country ? Is not the Seditious Meet- 
ings Act calculated to occasion serious friction between the Police and the 
public in the above way ? 


The Seditious Meetings Act. 


The conduct of the officials of the present day has led to the present 


discontent, and the Seditious Meetings Act is calculated to augment it in a 
large measure. 
105, The Navajug [Calcutta] of the 9th November writes as follows :— 
id Bite Meio In his speech on the Seditious Meetings Act 
i ses Lord Minto said that he held and would always 
hold, the balance even between the interests of the various communities living 
in India. But in our opinion the blame of partiality does not attach more to 
the rule of any other Viceroy of India, ‘lake, for instance, the Hindu 
Musalman riot in Magrahat, Comilla. ‘he local Magistrate saw with his own 
eyes Musalmans committing oppressions on Hindus. but he patted the 
culprits on the back and dismissed them with sweet words. On the other 
hand, he sentenced a respectable Hindu to imprisonment simply on the 
evidence of the Musalman Inspector of Police, Rahaman. Next take the 
Jamalpur incident, Everyone knows that the Musalmans of Jamalpur were 
incited by a number of mullas, emissaries of the worthless Nawab of Dacca, to 
commit all sorts of brutal oppression on Hiudus and that the local Magistrate 
and the police looked on their misdeeds as if they were all ¢amashas. Does not 
Lord Minto know that the insignificant and illiterate Musalmans were excited 
by the agency of a book named Belati Varjjan Rahasya (the mystery of the 
boycott of belati) which was circulated among them? What has His Excel- 
tency done to punish the semi-bankrupt Nawab of Dacca and others, who 
were responsible for the circulation of this book? In fact the Nawab 1s 
ording it over all by getting a loan of lakhs of rupees from the Government. 


On the other hand, the conductors of the Punjabce were sent to jail on the | 


charge of creating ill-feeling between race and race, because there appeared in 
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is it that they have entered upon such a legislation now and wh 
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that paper a criticism of the conduct of a white police officer. Is this ve 
remarkable instance of Lord Minto’s impartiality? Last of all, take th, 
Comilla murder case. The Sessions Judge who tried the case disbelieved the 
evidence of all Hindu witnesses, disugreeed with the Hindu assessor, believed 
all the Musalman witnesses, some of whom were even accused persons in the 
local riot cases, agreed with the Musalman assessor and sentenced one Hindy 
to hanging and two others to transportation for life. The High Court subse. 
quently released them all, and it was proved that the police concocted the 
whole case and that Mr. Ryland, District Superintendent of Police, perjured 
himself in it. Does not Lord Minto know all this? Ifhe does, what has he 
done to punish those who persecuted three innocent men? Is this your 
impartiality ? Why trumpet it forth to the world with such bravado? 

106. The Sammilani |Serampore]| of the 9th November thinks that the 


ee Seditious Meetings Act will be a source of much 
a oppression, though for the present the provisions 
of the Act will not be made applicable everywhere. 
107. Under the marginally noted head-lines the Hindi Bangavasi 
Ane [ Calcutta ] of the 11th November writes: — 
a The dark side of the character of Mr. Morley 


oe and Lord Minto have now manifested themselves, 
The Seditious Meetings Act has been passed by the Viceregal Council. Why 


y they con- 
sidered it unnecessary, formerly, when the custom of holding meetings and 
delivering speeches thereat was as briskly going on as at present? This is 
because of the increase in the foresight of the British rulers. For the last two 
yeats there have been discussions mostly on the swadeshi and bideshi in the 
public meetings, and this resulted in the Indians generally patronizing the 
country-made articles and giving up the use of those of foreign manufacture. 
The Government executive were under the impression that the agitation would 


not prove a success, and that it was only a childish freak. But now the 


think otherwise. They consider it as sedition itself, and fear that should the 


Indians hold fast to the movement for some time longer, English goods will 
have to bid good-bye to the Indian shores and then it will be difficult for 
the English to get on in life. 

But where is the sedition in the country, and who are to be responsible 
for it? The English denounce the very constitueuts of the public meetings as 
seditionists. But can they point out any public meeting at which there was 
any discussion other than that on the swadeshi and bideshi? Of course it cannot 
be denied that some of the members of the meeting might have given expres- 
sion to their feeling in speaking of the general discontent prevailing in the 
country as a result of the maladministration of India by Mr. Morley. But 
there are laws to punish such offenders, Why should the whole country suffer 
for the offence of a single person ? 

You are great, fortunate and powerful, O English! No sooner did you 
think of the Seditious Meetings Act than it was made a law in the country. 
This legislation will not harm the Indians so much, but it will of course bring 
disgrace on the British rule. It will prove something uncalled for, after 
all, because they will subsequently come to understund that the Indian people 
are not seditious. But, if the latter have really awakened to the sense of 
bettering the condition of their native land, who can make them break their 
resolution? The passing of the Act has been very inopportune at the present 
time. It might have proved useful if undertaken a little earlier. 

103. The Hindi Bangavasi | Calcutta) of the 11th November notes that 

oa re — Sir Harvey Adamson, the author of the Seditious 
Vicerezal Corncil. ti :=(‘<t«é‘i‘é Meetings =A felt’ =enrageed at’ the Hon’ble Mr. 
Gokhale’s and Dr. Ghosh’s strong criticism in the 
Viceregal Council at Simla. His voice had a ring of resentment when he 
later on spoke on the subject, observing that Government entered upon the new 
legislation because the people of this country, unlike those in England, did 
not agree to give evidence in sedition cases and they had to be dropped in 
consequence. In these remarks the paper finds an attack on the moderates 
and keeping in view the present ways of the executive, fears lest the passing 


of the Act should he follswed by some measure still more crushing and 
severe. | 
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V.—ProsPects OF THE Crops AND CONDITION oF THE PEOPLE. 


109. Government announces, writes the Hitavadi { Calcutta] of the Ist 
November, that famine is expected all over India 
except Burma and Bengul. But considering the 
high prices now ruling in the provinze, how can ithe said thet there will be no 
famine in Bengal? No precautionary steps are being taken in Bengal, but 
the general apprehension 18 getting more inteuse every day. 

110. The Samay (Calcutta) of the 1st November reports from Ariyal, 
Dacca, that famine conditions prevail there and 
that the prices of rice selling locally are :— 


Rs. a. P. 

For Burma atap rice ave ove bea » 6 @ 

For the best balam rice... see ee He oe 
111. The Zamalika [Tamluk) of the 2nd November reports an outbreak 
a of famine in Midnapore. Prices have gone very 

Famine in siduspore. high, and many people have to starve or live on 
only one meal a day. Many of them are suffering from dysentery and similar 
diseases, owing to their having to eat wild shrubs, arums, etc, Our country- 
men ought now to see the evil effects of enriching foreign traders with our 
own money. They should oow give up the use of foreign goods, and establish 
dharmagolas (granaries ). 

112. The Medint Bandhav {| Midnapore] of the 4th November says that all 
crops have been destroyed in Midnapore by 
draught, and, in some places, by floods, and that 
famine is about to rage in that district. 

113. The Nihar [Contai] of the 5th November says that excessively high 
prices are ruling all over Midnapore, and alread 
many people are often starving or living on ha 
rations. Besides, malaria, cholera, etc., are claiming many victims, 

114. A correspondent of the Bankura Darpan [Bankura] of the 8th 
November says that famine is raging at Vishnupur 
and that the people, especially those of the middle 
class, are suffering great hardships. There is no chance of the price of rice 
coming down as Marwari merchants and others are exporting it. 

115. The Bankura Darpan [ Bankura) of the 8th November thanks the 

y : local District Magistrate for his sympathy with the 

n Bend, f Famine Test Works fa mine stricken peasants, and asks the Government 

to open Test Works without delay. This year, 

however, the wages to be paid to labourers must be lugher than the usual rate 
of six pice, a8 prices are much higher now. 

116. The Daily Hstavadi [Ualcutta) of the 8th November says that the 

ear ‘ Indiap people have little faith in the famine relief 
wklaueae’ Government Jyeasures of Government. In spite of all that Gov- 
ernment can do lakhs of people die of starvation. 
lf instead of going forward to mitigate the distress of the famine stricken the 
people had depended solely upon the Government during the last famine in East 
Bengal then the province would certainly have turned into a cremation ground. 
117. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 8th November says that the Govern- 
elie he ment can pay Rs. 5,000 to Mr. Kingstord and 
ma ound for sanction an increase of Rs. 500 in his salary ; they 
have money for building a ball-room for the Lieute- 
nant-Governor and for financing the lords of the police to couduct their libel 
case ; but when famine breaks out the people are asked to contribute money for 
uleviating it. Consideriug. however, that the Government are devising divers 
neans of fettering the people, is it proper for them to ask the latter to help them 
with money? If the revenue obtained from the people be not enough for 
helping them in their distress, cannot the money apportioned for building the 
Vietoria Memorial Hall and building anew the (Lieutenant Governor's) ball- 
‘oom and so forth, be utilised for the purpose? oe 
118. Referring to the high prices which are now ruling in Bengal with 
Famine in Bengal. every likelihood of their golug up _—_ - 
Hitavadi (Calcutta) of the 8th November say 


Jmpending famine in Bengal. 


Price of rice in Dacca. 


Famine in Midnapore. 


Famine in Midnapore. 


Famine in Vishnupur (Bankura). 
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that certain officers of the Government did not admit the existence 
in Eastern Bengal last year since the province was not full of ‘elt eae 
Perhaps the Government will not admit the presence of famine in Bengal until 
they find the land strewed with skeletons. 


119. Babu Lalit Mohan Pal of Kalikapur, Hooghly, writes 
Navasaktt [Calcutta] of the Sth x ovember, that r 
is no use depending on the Government fo, 
saving the people from famine, for, being busy in hunting out sedition they 
do not care to ascertain the causes of popular discontent. We should establish 
granaries in all the villages, and see that the crops are not carried away. 


120. In view of the impending famine in India, the Samay [Calcutta] of 
the &th November exhorts all Indians not to seJ} 
food-grains to foreigners and asks the Indian 
National Congress to move in the matter. 


121. The Bangavasi [Calcutta| of the 9th November writes:—It behoves 
Government now to curtail its expenditure on 

Government urged to open prosecution for sedition, and establish centres for 
=" relief for the impending +), distribution of food in every village in the 


land threatened with scarcity. 


122. With reference to the present agricultural outlook in India, the 
, Bangavast [Calcutta] of the 9th November asks— 
Pig mage ge hesoe cig and the (1) Government and people both to try and 
adopt means to prevent even a handful of food- 
grain from being exported abroad, and to 


(2) Increase the outturn of food-grains in the country, In this connexion 
the wee points out how in Russia the officials are trying to find out means to 
bring down the prices of food-grains. 


123. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 9th November, in describing the 
prospects of the crops in Bengal after a per- 
sonal tour through various villages, writes that 
the outturn of the Aus crop has not been as it was expected tobe. So the 
cultivators have not been able to repay the debts which they had contracted 
when sowing Aus crop. By this time, in other years, a new crop of rice begins 
to be sold with a resultant fall in prices. But this year, for insufficient 
rainfall, the paddy striplings have dried up, and the effect has been that there is 
neither fodder available for cattle nor even milk and curds for men. Lastly, 
the prospect of the radi crops also is lost as the fields have no moisture in them 
now. The various rice fats in Katwa, Birbhum, and Midnapur cannot this 
year furnish the quantity of the commodity required. Even coarse rice will 
soon probably sell at Rs. 10 per maund. 


124, Referring to the Government report on the present agricultural 
condition of India, the Bihar Bandhu [ Bankipore}, 
of the 9th November remarks that such reports 
generally do not reveal the real state of things, inasmuch as the District 
Officers often make it a point to conceal the matter for fear of incurring the 
displeasure of Government, which however far from being annoyed is, in the 
opinion of the paper, always pleased when it receives a correct report about 
the current state of things in the country, Some of the District Officers, says 
the paper, are sbsolutely averse to declaring famine in their districts, even 
when the severity of it is beginning to be felt there, and, as a consequence, 
Government remains ignorant of the same until deaths from starvation beyin to 
occur among the people in large numbers. The Indian people are now become 
used to famine, because of its repeated occurrence, without interruption, for 
the last four years, and that is why they are able to bear its present brunt. 
But such a life is not worth living in the opinion of the paper. It, therefore, 
advises them that instead of dying of starvation, they had better drown them- 
selves in the Indian ocean, thereby putting an end to their affliction and 
rendering their rulers free from the cares of making laws bearing upon seditioz, 
The paper concludes that it 18 with a similar advice that its contemporary 
Sandhya asks the thirty crores of Indians to cry out Bande Mataram with 
one voice, 


Famine and its cure. 


Export of rice. 


The agricultural situation. 


Famine in India. 
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VI. —MISCELLANEOUS, 
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/ 


foerring to Reuter’s telegrapbic summary of Mr. Morley’s | "™v4>_ 

— . Arbroath speed the Hitavadé [Calcutta] of the Cee ie 
Mr. Morley’s Arbroath’speech- 46+ November says that the speech shows 

Mr. Morley’s crooked policy, as well as the utter impossibility of getting any | a ‘ag 

good from the British Government. | , eu 


126, Referring to the observation of the London Daily News in criticising — Hinavav: | ae 
Mr. Morley’s Arbroath speech that where discontent 7 Nov. lt, 19:7. : i Wee 
The present discontent and ig general there must be real injustice, the Artavadi (ae 
noe [Calcutta | of the 1st November says that instead of 


inting a commission of enquiry, arrangements have been made to gag the 
ahd of the people, There is no harm if discontent is ‘wp wasting x the 
mind, but it must not be expressed in words! This is how the Indian 
administration is now proposed to be carried on. What can be a greater pity 
n this? 
2 127, Referring to Mr. Keir MHardie’s telegram to the Daily Mail = Hitavap, 
expressing his views about the character of the o~- Ist, 1907. 
Mr. Keir Hardie's sympathy with Jndian Police and recommending that the passage 
—— of the Seditious Meetings Bill should be stepped by 
Parliament, failing which the King-Emperor should himself intervene in this 
behalf, the Hitavadi (Calcutta | of the lst November remarks that there is no 
chance of Mr. Hardie’s suggestion being acted upon, but his telegram shows 
his sympathy with the people. : 1 u 
128. Keferring to the telegram sent by Reuter to England intimating Him. | Wah 
that a well-to-do Indian barrister had attempted to Nov. Ist, 190/. Tain. & 
murder two Europeans, the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of | | Ft Re 
the let November says that when it is remembered that the message in question j 
was sent in connection with the recert Darjeeling Mail train incident, the : 
real character of the lie cabled by Reuter may well be conceived. But the | 
people ot England have now seen through the dodge. | 
129. ‘The AMituvadi | Calcutta, of the 1st November says that there is no = Hitavanr, | 
cause of fear from the new measures of coercion ‘N° 8: 197. | 
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Reuter’s “ truthful men.” 


Oe Cee Taee: that are being enforced. The authorities expect 


to pacify the Bengalis by their stringent measures. The event will show how 
far their expectations are fulfilled. The writer concludes by quoting the s 
saying “‘ we must carry out our munira (purpose), or die in the attempt.” a. 

130. ‘The Daily Mitavadi { Calcutta | of the 4th November writes as follows atv Hitavan., 


under the heading ‘* Kadical Cuange” :— : Nov. 4th, 1907. if 
| The Indians have now awaked from their deep, |. BAY 
BJ peseent  Semenene ann long continued slumber. ‘hey have now realised om 


their real condition, Like the hare in the fable 
they are surprised to find that the tortoise has outstripped them. Many a 
nationality that was ouly lately backward has left them far behind. 

We have now taken to practical methods whereby we wish to raise ourselves | ar 
to a level of equality with other advanced peoples. ‘The swadeshi agitation, our | Ve 
yearning fur Swaraj, our boycott of everything foreign, our attempts to stand | i : 
upon our own legs, all these are indications of our awakening. But our rulers ia 
atiect tv ignore these. It is their wish that we should continue in our state of 


stupor while they follow their old methods. But we can assure them that this meee tid fk 
their wish will never be fulfiled. The change in the administration of the BET, 
country must be commensurate with the change in the mental constitution AE ie 
of the people. Half measures will not do; a radical change has become i | ; 
Imperative. ‘ yi 
Hitherto the rulers have from time to time made slight changes 10 the : {h, 4 


methods of administration. Lord Ripon had foresight enough to perceive the ; ARE 
Tising aspirations of the people and he introduced a system of Self-Government 


to satisfy them. In this manner the rulers have grauted only a fraction of Pa par: 

their demands and thus managed to lull them again to sleep. . } : PA : 
It was only once that the rulers, or rather the sovereign, consented to ay, 

grant a large number of rights to the Indians. After the Sepoy Mutiny the : mia ii 


Queen’s proclamaticn was issued. Discontent nad been present, and the Tae 
Ministers managed to tide over it by professing to nand the moon to the oy Hab ’ 


DaiLy HITAVADTI, 
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NIBAR, 
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Se ee 
Indians who then went to sleep again and the proclamation was reduced toa 
“‘ political hypocrisy” and turned out to be as unsubstantial as castles in the 
air. 

But the present discontent is of a different character, and the English 
are not afraid of an armed rising. Neither any of the Native Princes nor 
any band of armed Sepoys has come forward to help the disarmed population 
‘I'he rulers therefore are not afraid to disregard the present discontent. 

But though there is no immediate danger of an armed rising, yet the 
discontent of 300 millions of people is by ro means a thing to be s ighted. 
The co-operation of the Indians in the country’s administration is indispensably 
necessary. ‘To secure this co-operation a radical change of the present system 
is & necessity. 

Even the powerful Russian Tsar has been compelled to grant a Parliament, 
the Duma, to his people. We fail to see how an alien people like the English 
could hope to carry on the administration in peace while millions of dis- 
contented people filled the country. 

We may predict that the rulers must themselves come to effect the same 
change in the administration as we have spoken of. It is now too late to 
delude the people with what does not suit them. If the English will not 
voluntarily introduce the necessary reforms, then, perfectly alien people as 
they are, they will find it an impossible task to administer the country 

caceably. 
‘ Whatever the Anglo-Indian — ers or a few English officials and 
traitorous Indians may say, the English will soon discover that the educated 
Babus, the agitators, are not the enemies of the British Government in India. 
It is those Englishmen and those self-seeking Indians who are opposed to the 
necessary changes in the administration, and who are blindly leading the 
Government astray that are its real enemies. 


131. Referring to Dr. Rash Behari Ghosh’s speech in the Supreme 

| Legislative Council in connection with the Seditious 

in the Viewron's Comal. °° ~©Meetings Bill the Daily Hitavaai [Caleutta} of the 
4th November says :— 

Dr. Ghosh’s bitter irony was indeed most piercing. But we doubt if it 
could penetrate the thick skin of certain creatures, Dr. Ghosh said: ‘The 
present Bill does not seem to be modelled on any Jaw of which I am aware. 
I never had occasion during the last forty years to study the jurisprudence 
of Russia, and I sincerely trust I shall not now be called upon to do so.” 

What greater home thrusts can be conceived than these? But the officials 
had come prepared for them. Dr. Ghosh’s arguments as well as those of 
Mr. Gokhale were lost upon the Council. A Legislative Council is a mere false 
show. : 


132. Referring tothe refusal by Government to grant any compensation 

A fund started for the relief + the sufferers in the recent Calcuttu riots the 
of sufferers in the recent Caleutta Datly Litavadt [ Calcutta } of the 4th November 
iepae says -—Government has not done its duty, but 
why should we therefore not do ours? ‘The sufferers are our own men. We 
ought therefore to see that they receive compensation for their losses. Babus 
Surendra Nath Banerji, Subodh Chandra Mallik, Krishna Kumar Mitra, Moti 
Lal Ghosh and Bhupendra Nath Bose have done well in starting a relief Fund. 


133. The Medin: Bandhav [Midnapur} of the 4th November thinks that 
ee Indians have now after 400 years been able to 
defence among Indans, ———~~—~—«w lise how miserable it is not to be able to defend 
themselves. It is the absence of the power of self- 

detence that is the cause of all our troubles, 


134. The Nihar [Contai] of the 5th November publishes a speech which 
was delivered by Pandit Sitanath Tatwabhusan, in 
the course of which the speaker said that it was 
idle to ask Englishmen to give us independence which they would never 
concede even when we should be quite fit for it. On the other hand they 
would stand in our way. But we must free ourselves from superstition and the 


— of an evil social system before we can be ready for independent 
thought. | | 


Political independence. 
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/ 


Phe’ Navasakti [Calcutta] of the 6th November writes that no 
as Aicreosatsan has the right of self-defence. The 
The subjects’ natural right. of officials are partial to the police with a partiality 


self-defence. | greater than that of parents for a misguided son. 
Expectation of police assistance proved vain at Jamalpur and elsewhere. It ig 
our duty by all means to try to stand on our own legs. We have every right 
+o work for the welfare and progress of the land which 18 ours, which is our 
mother country. The fetters of the law bind us tight. But the Feringhees’ 
laws have no right to trespass into the domain of our society, and of: our 
religion. We shall punish traitors to our country who disgrace the Mother, 
py social and religious ostracism. 
136. In announcing how a house on Harrison Road, Calcutta, recently 
caught fire, and was burned down, the Navasakit 
‘The lesson of @ recent fire in Calcutta) of the 6th November writes that about 
sca fifty thousand rupees’ worth of belati piece goods 
was destroyed on this occassion and not a single swadeshi cloth suffered damage. 
This is an illustration of Providential displeasure against belati piece-goods, 
137. The Navasakis eee of <2 7th ai the following in 
.»  @ leading article under the heading (Jatiya Maha- 
— ot cr "mn National meee) A great National pps fe os 
Assembly.” : A spirit or nationalism is prominently awake 
in the hearts of the Indians. The auspicious moment has come to convert the 
Indian National Congress into a great National Assembly. ‘The nationalist 
party (lit, those devoted to their given | should never miss this opportunity. 
The loyalists, accustomed to a mendicant policy throughout their lives, will 
never be able to lay down their wallets, Both parties have realised the 
truth of the saying that ‘‘ there is absolutely nothing to be gained by begging.” 
But owing either to the faults of habit or to the promptings of self-interest, the 
loyalists have hitherto failed to give up the habit of begging, and perhaps 
they will not be able to do so in their lives. The loyalists have hitherto had 


the upper hand in the National Congress. They behave themselves in such a’ 


manner as to give one the impression that the Congress or the Conference is their 
personal property. As a consequence the Congress and the Conference have 
been converted into an assembly of beggars, the President himself appearing 
before the Governmeut with the wallet on his shoulders. It is this 
mendicant policy that has brought about our ruin, and has made us devoid of 
substance. What manly worth can a beggar possess? He who possesses no 
power of his own appears before another’s door for alms. If evena beggar 
possosses any power at all his capacity for work cannot manifest itself. ‘I'he 
beggar is truly an object of pity. One who possesses real manliness, who has 
capacity, refuses to beg even when he is in need, for fear of losing kis self- 
respect. “An honest man adopts an indifferent attitude even in matters 
Kaliies) self, fearing that his request should not be granted” (says the poet 
alidasa). 

A man fattening on another man’s favour can never attain manliness. If 
he cannot depend upon his own self, his power of self does not manifest itself. 
in what respect are Indians inferior to other nationalities? They are not 
inferior either in the power of intellect or in any other respect. We who are 

* The allusion is to the story of all lion-cubs, had acquired the character of lambs 
Panchatantra in whicb a lion is through association with them. The lions eMmong 
nue to see its own form reflected men have again shown our true forms (reflected) in 

: the well of swadeshism,* and we are convinced that we 
too are the cubs of lions. We are now trying to develop the lion’s nature in us, 
and we should never desist from the attempt. We should by all means avoid 
coming in contact with the loyalistsif through such contact theattainment of the 
lion’s nature by us be thwarted. 

According to the Government. officials the loyalists who are fond of 


begging, worthless und timid in nature, are true patriots. The leaders of the 


oyalists are also desirous of forming themselves after this model. The 
ultimate aim of their lives in this world as well asin the next, 1s to propl- 
hate the Government and the officials of Government (lit. the King and his 
officers), They therefore object to Mr. Tilak, that lion among men, being 


elected President of the Congress. Mr. Tilak is not an ordinary man. A sincere 
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lover of his motherland like him can scarcely be found in all India. And 
; ° ; yet 

the loyalists startle at the very ge of electing a great man like him ax 
President of the Congress. The /feringht, who is a God unto the loyalists 
both in this world and im the next, does not look upon Mr. Tilak with 
favour. He was convicted on ® charge of sedition for no other fault 
than his devotion to his country, How, then, can the loyalists dare to come 
in contact with him? But why should the nationalists bow to the rulin 
of the loyalists? The nationalists go so far as to consent to the appoint. 
ment of a loyalists leader as President of the Congress. What a strange 
thing this must be! Do they not know that the loyalists consider it of much 
greater importance to serve others than serving their mothercountry? 
They are traitors to the dear motherland, dearer than heaven itself. ‘I+ 
will not do merely to boycott delaii goods; these traitorous loyalists must 
also be boycotted. It may be that we are small in number, but thut does 
not matter. The jana of the Mother will not be finished without the cO-opera- 
iton of her sincere and devoted sons. None except those who are devoted to 
the Mother, are capable of sacrificing themselves. The Mother's jajna 
cannot be fulfilled without sacrifice of self and self-interest. India wil] 
not in the least benefit by a false unity. | 

The Mother’s devotees—the country’s devotees have many things to do. 
We must take the work of education and reform into our own hands. 
We must also undertake to defend ourselves. We have only to pay our 
revenue and taxes to the alien rulers; we have no other relations with them. 
Let us keep that relation intact; let us pay down their revenue and taxes 
to the iast farthing, and then let us undertake the executive and the 
judicial administration. In other words, we shall have to establish the 
panchayet system all over the country. The fertnght rulers have power 
over our persons; let it remain. But they have no power over our minds. 
Let the right of our Mother and motherland to the throne in our minds 
remain intact. Our National Assembly must undertake to do all work of 
‘this sort. Let the devotees of the Mother and the motherland take immediate 
steps to establish a National Asssmbly. This is our duty. If the loyalists 
are afraid or unwilling to do it, let them cultivate their loyalty ; and let 
the nationalists discard all help from them and let them fulfil their mission in 
life by doing the country’s work. Let a separate National Assembly be 
established. God’s auspicious blessing is in reality upon us; let not this 
opportunity be missed at this timse—at this auspicious moment of a national 
awakening. 

138. Referring to the enforcement of the newly passed Seditious 
Meetings Act in Barisal, the Navasakti [Calcutta] 


The enforcement of the Sedi- of the 7th November writes, under the heading— 


tious Meetings Act in Barisal. 


‘* Hare cries bap re bap 
A cobra hides in Barisal] ” 


It appears that English rulers find Barisal the most difficult in all India 
to keep under control. People wonder how it is that Sir L. Hare informed 
Lord Minto that, unless special powers were given him, His Honour would 
find it impossible to keep Barisal under control. Riots took place at Comiila 
and guns were fired. Still His Honour is not at all anxious for Comilla. 
But why all this anxiety for Barisal, when nothing serious has taken place? 
Intelligent people say that the real object is to put down boycott in Barisal, 


where it is very strong. If this is true, then His Honour must be complimented 
upon his keen-sightedness. 


an exclamation of surprise :— 


| 139. The Sanjivant [Calcutta] of the 7th 

_; Sufferers in the recent Calcutta November notices a call for subscriptions for the 

| relief of those who have suffered in the recent 
Calcutta riots. 

140. In noticing Lord ioere recent utterances as to the prepet wer ‘a 

; eal with the unrestin Egypt and in India, the 

eee Cee ey te See Sanjwant [Calcutta] of the "rth November writes 

that unrest would never have come to prevail in India if the officials ceasing to 

be hypocritical in their conduct, had honestly obeyed the dictates of their 

consciences. It is the use of force and zubburdustee by the officials which has 


(1977 ) 


made the Indians discontented ; and that discontent is growing as Government 
tries to repress it by force. __ 

141. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-O-Ananda Basar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 
7th November writes as follows in an article under 
the heading ‘‘ Hundreds of meetings at hundreds 

of centres”:— 


The effect of the Seditious Meetings Act will be just the opposite of what 
the Government expects. Inthe villages in Kast Bengal as well as in towns, 
it seems to us, thousands of meetings will be held every week in hundreds of 
centres. No permission either from the Police or the Magistrate will be 
necessary, A speech delivered to an audience consisting of 19 persons, who are 
all possessed of self-control, will be much more effective than to playful boys. 

Arrangements should be made to hold weekly meetings in every village 
in East Bengal. We propose the following classification of these meetings :— 


(1) The Directors’ Association consisting of 20 leaders, having 25 
meetings under the leadership of each. 

(2) Association for spreading the resolutions of the Directors’ Association 
in the country. 

(3) Supervising Association for watching the work of the Association for 
spreading, etc. | 

(4) Arts Association to see that foreign articles of every day use are 
banished from the country. . 

(5) Association for the advancement of education among the masses. 


“Handreds of meetings - at 
hundreds of centres.” 


142. Referring to the incarceration of Maulvi Liakat Hosein the 
Sri Srt  Vishnupriya-O-Ananda Bazar Patrika 
Haag of the 7th November says that the fate 
of the old Maulvi is sealed. Two more prosecutions 
are hanging over his head. He isa sincere patriot. and a thoroughly pious 
man. He protested his innocence of the offence for which he has been sent 
to jail for 6 months but in vain, His example will animate thousands of his 
countrymen in the service of their country. 


148. The Bankura Darpan ( Bankura] of the 8th November says that the 
Government should see that the scheme of separa- 
tion of the judicial and executive functions is 
carried out soon. ‘The Supreme Government are 
consulting the Provincial Governments as to the districts where this scheme 
may be made applicable. But it should be applied all over India, as there is 
no reg for supposing that what is good for one district is not good for 
another. 

144. Refering to the oppression committed upon the Indians in Canada 
the Datly Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 8th November 
observes that the British Government will perhaps 
take no notice of the matter at all. But supposing some Indians punished 
an Englishman for his beastly conduct, what would follow? Would not a cry 
of revenge be raised all round? The Indian ig not allowed to set his foot in 
the British Colonies. What can be a greater misfortune than this? At home 
they are put down as rebels if they to improve their condition by 
excluding foreign goods. ‘This misery will not end till the Indians can attain 
swaraj, Directly the Indians secure self-government, they will get equal 
treatment in all English Colonies. All their energies should, therefore, be 
directed towards this most desirable consummation. 


145, The Datly Hitavadi [Calcutta] of 8th November writes :-— 
0 Ril as oe ee A ‘here is nothing like sedition in India. 
its effects.” > — Following Machiavelli, the rulers say that there 
is widespread sedition. The Anglo-Indian news- 
paper also say the same thing. From Mr, Morley downwards all the officials 
are determined to crush what they are pleased io call sedition. This puts 
usin mind of the well-known fable of the wolf and the lamb. We warn 
the Anglo-Indians against their false cry. If, as a. consequence of this false 
cry, the 300 millions of Indians should actually rise in rebellion, then all the 


The incarceration of Maulvi 
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rairie-fire that will be kindled. Despite all your show of fear! 

vill have to leave India for good liker iowa There is time yet te hee 
the path of rectitude. ‘ats Ww 
146, The Education Gazette (Chinsura] of the 8th November exhorts all 
teachers and students to refrain from taking part 

in politics, and thus allow the country to be quiet, 
so that the Goverment may carry out their long-deferred scheme of primary 
education. Political agitation is beyond the province of students and teachers, 


whose duty it should be to gain knowledge, to do good to their country, to be 
loyal, etc. 


147. The Aitavadi [Calcutta] of the 8th November says that if a report 

contained in any Indian newspaper happens to 
be false or highly coloured, the officers of the 
Government are enraged beyond all bounds: 
but they are quite silent over the circulation of false aspersions against the 
blacks, and also of exaggerated accounts by Reuter and by newspapers such 
as the Englishman, the Ptoneer, the Daily Mail, etc. If from political motives 
it is found necessary to restrain Indian newspapers, you can easily do so by 
passing an Act. But why bring unjust charges against them ? 


148, The Hitavads [Calcutta] of the 8th November says that the increase 
of Rs. 500 in Mr. Kingsford’s salary, which has 
been sanctioned by Sir Andrew Fraser, is not to 
be paid out of the income of the Lieutenant-Gover- 


nor’s paternal property, but out of the money (which is like their life-blood) 
of the poor, famine-stricken Bengalis. 


149. The Hitavad: (Calcutta} of the 8th November agrees with the Indian 
Daily News in thinking, that itis the officers of the 
Government who alone are responsible for the fall 
in the prices of Indian shares in the British 
market, the result being brought about by the false alarm created by the Times, 
the Datly Mail and others by means of mendacious and scaring reports about 
India published in those papers. Far from protesting against the circulation 
of such mischievous reports, the Government are interfering with the liberties 
of the people, and are daily enacting new repressive measures. And these 
things only serve to frighten the British public all the more, and 1o increase the 
discontent of the people (in India), The Government are blind to their own 
faults, and take respectable Indians to task for their own misdeeds. The 
result of such a state of things can never be beneficial. 


150. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 8th November has the following about 

: the treatment accorded by the Government to 

sagen Se. Lajpat Rai :— 

The allowance paid to Lala Lajpat Rai is admitted by the Government 
to be Rs. 200 a month. Why then did they not contradict the report which 
was current some time ago about the allowance being Rs. 40 a day ? 

Then with regard to the case to be brought (by Lajpat) against the Darly 
Mail, the Government say that he can correspond with his lawyers about this. 
But it is reported that from the newspapers that Lajput Rai is allowed to read. 
all matters concerning himself are cut out. Consequently he can never know 
what things are being written for or against him. In these circumstances, how 
can he advise his lawyers to institute any case ? The officers of the Government 
never tell the plain truth, and are found out whenever they say anything false. 
And that is why they are going down in popular esteem. | 

151. Writing about Mr. John Morley, the Hitavadi [Calcutta ] of the 8th 

November says :— 

Mr. John Morley. Like Lord Curzon Mr. John Morley has cul- 
tivated the habit of self-laudation. He says that however much Indians may 
quote from Mill, Macaulay, Burke and others in support of their arguments 
in favour of liberty, he can cite twelve times the number of passages from 
the writings of the same authors in support of his own opinions. Does not 
Mr. Morley know that the devil can also quote the scriptures to suit his own 

urpose ? We have indeed been well paid for the hopes we cherished about 
r. Morley’s liberal views. 
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152. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 8th November understands that the 

rt on the Caleutta riots * eport on the Calcutta riots which is being 
px up by the People’s Commis- written by the People’s Commission, will not be 
sion. drawn up like Government reports, but will 
contain photographs of the witnesses who gave evidence before the Commis- 
sion, and copies of the report will be widely circulated in Europe and 
America, and also among all the members of the British Parliament. 

153, Referring to the present unrest in India, the Hitavadi (Calcutta] 
of the 8th November writes :— 

When the people found that with the Govern- 
ment opposed to them, it was not possible for the mills of Bombay to compete 
with those of Manchester, it became necessary for them to buy country-made 
piece-goods even at a loss. Speeches, agitation by the press, and boycott 
yows became the means of explaining the benefits of swadeshi to the masses. 
Finding that all this was likely to injure the interests of white traders, 
the Government resolved to thwart the Bengalis in their attempt, and thus 
brought about unrest in the country. If even now the Government remove 
the Gurkhas, control the Police and advise the subordinate Judiciary to 
decide cases according to the rules of justice, all unrest is sure to disappear 
in a day. But words of advice fall flat on a man when he is guided by evil 
propensities. Such is the case with the Government now. As the poet says, 
nobody can control one whose destiny is influenced by evil stars. 

154. The Httavads [Calcutta] of the 8th November says that Lord 
Curzon is very anxious to see the Victoria 
Memorial Hall built, But it would bs more proper 
| to spend at least a portion of the funds, raised 
for this purpose, for saving the people from famine, though His Lordship 
may not care a straw whether the black-men live or die of starvation. 

155. The Hitavadi| Calcutta) of the 8th November has the following 

eich Ai-teiice ies in reference to what the Times says about honest 


The eause of the present unrest. 


The Victoria Memorial Hall 
Fund. 


to everybody :— 

Did the Z%imes enquire into the condition of the mills of Bombay as it 
had been before the swadeshi movement was started? Did not our Govern- 
ment perpetrate the most flagrant injustice by wrongfully imposing an 
Excise l'ax on the cloths manufactured in the Bombay mills, as soon as they 
found that the sale of these cloths as likely to injure the cloth-merchants of 
Manchester? Were not the Government and white traders looking on 
silently, and perhaps complacently, when as a result of the imposition of this 
tax the mills of Bombay were going tobe closed? And when at last the 
swadesht spirit has led men to give up the use of belati goods, even at a loss to 
themselves, it is to be branded as dishonest. It is nothing wrong for the 
Government to stand in the people’s way, when they silently try to revive 
national industries by establishing mills, etc. But if the people vow not to 
buy foreign goods, they are guilty of the greatest crime. This is & nice piece 
of reasoning indeed ! 

156, Referring to Sir Bipin Krishna Bose’s visit to Calcutta for the 

i purpose of consulting Babus Mati Lal Ghose and 

alate msrew® and the Nations Surendra Nath Banerjee about the holding of the 

Congress at Nagpore, the Navasakis [ Calcutta ] of 

the 8th November asks Babu Mati Lal Ghose to give an opinion after ascertain- 

ing the views of the Nationalists, and not to palm off his own personal opinions 
as those of the Nationalists, 

157. The Navasakts [Calcutta] of the 8th November publishes a telegram 
Sympathy for Liakut Hosain. sent by the Swadeshi B andhab Samits of Barisal 
expressing sympathy for the imprisonment of 

Liaknt Hosain. 


108. The Navasakti Lalentte of the 8th November thinks that the a 
Th fo . Object of Mr. Keir Hardie’s visit is to ascertain the 
wom. c= pre which Recah retiase the sale of English-made 

. goods in India, and have thus compelled the 
the ners of some mills in England to close their mills. His motive 1s to further 
© interests of the English labourers, whose representative he is, and to try to 


swadesht, as it exists in Bombay, being acceptable | 
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rpetuate British rule in India. English newspapers, however 

vith him, and he is being called a thief by re men for te Ty Ms 
is stealing. | . 

159. The Sundhya [Calcutta] of the 8th November writes as follows Si 
Wis Shieh bee eed. Lruth says that the English won India by the 
sword and must hold us by the sword and that if 
the Indians receive education and their eyes are pened, it is only natura] that 

they should seek liberty. We are not aggrived by this sort of p ain-speakin 
Do with us as you please, whip us, abuse us, imprison us, hang us, banish = 
speak out your mind to us plainly; but, pray, do not make a show of 
love and sympathy for us, or shed crocodile tears for us, or talk of 
courtesy and reghteousness in your dealings with us. Itis surely our fault 
that you are here to lord it over 30 crores of people. I¢ is surely our fault 
that you are able to have everything done at our cost. It is surly our fault 
that we injure our own cause and place you on our heads. O firinghi! 
the fault is entirely ours, and not in the least yours, It is to awaken and bring 
to life those who have been captivated and are beside themselves that we 
sing songs in our praise. It is because yo do not understand this, that you 
send us to juil. It is not you but our intelligence, our ancestry and ourselves 
who are traitors to our ownselves and our mother country, that we abuse. 


We have unmasked you, and so we have gained our object. This is why we 
thank Zyuth for what it has said. 


3 160. The Bargavast [Calcutta] of the 9th 
Ps ony! cor gee hag sufferers November suggests a contribution from the 
National Fund to reimburse those who have 

suffered pecuniary loss from the recent Calcutta riots, 


161. In reporting how the Empervr of China has lately granted to his 
: 7 _,_ Musalman subjects the right of holding meetings, 
cement Of public meetings in the Bangavasi (Calcutta) of the 9th November 
points to the Seditious Meetings Act, and 

remarks :— 


‘¢ The English policy of government seems to be gradually bocoming unique 
(Uit., passing out of the order of created things).” 


162. In noticiog how Mr. Keir Hardie has lately stated that the condition 

ie _ of the masses of India is gradually deteriorating, 

ae condition of the Indian the Bangavasi ( Calcutta] of the 9th November asks 

if this admission by Mr. Hardie of a truth on which 

it has been insisting always will turn the wheels uf the English administration 
in India in avother direction. 


163. The Bangavasi | Calcutta] of the 9th November notices the pub- 
lication of a Bengali book by one Hari Mohan 
Mukherji on “the worship of Bhavani by Sivaji ” 
as an auspicious indication of an increase in the number of Bengali books 
dealing with Sivaji. 

164. The Bihar Bandhu [Bankipore] of the 9th November regrets to notice 
the extensive slaughter of cows in India which, in 
the opinion of the paper, besides hurting the 
religious feeling of the Hindus, has tended to increase the price of milk and 
ghee as well as that of the cattle themselves, ‘he paper points out that during 
1895-1900 nearly a lakh and a-half of cows were slaughtered at Bendora 
slaughter-house in Bombay alone. lt quotes figures in verification of the 
same, and concludes that if such a state of things continue and Government do 
not look to the grievance of their Hindu subjects, the cows will get so scarce in 
India that it will be difficult to procure them even for religious purposes. 


165. The Daily Hitavads Ucar of the 9th November has the following 
in a leader: — 

The Indien Government's In a letter to the Daily News, Sir William 
eS eee Wedderburn assigns the intemperate language, 
which Anglo-Indian soveeen always use towards educated Indians, as the 
cause of the disrespect which Indians feel at present for Europeans. Educated 

Indians are the mouthpieces and leaders of the people, and in them the sense of 


Sivaji in Bengali literature. 


Cow slaughter in India. 
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, t is very keen. But Anglo-Indians are ever ready to hurt their 
pare pa that ft r Indians have lost all respect for white men as a class. 
The Government of India have the power to check such excesses, and they 
ought to exercise this power impartially now. 

We hope that this simple, truthful, and valuable advice of a liberal-minded 
rson like Sir William Wedderburn will be accepted by our Government. 
(Considering that it is the Parliament which is the supreme power in England, 
and that it is the people of England who guide the Parliament, every British 
subject is indirectly connected w1 th the politics of India; though, of course, it 
‘; not desirable that they should have any direct touch with indian affairs. 
Most of the Anglo-Indians, however, consider themselves as so many emperors 
of India, and this is made clear by the language of Anglo-Indian newspapers 
like the Englishman. Whenever their self-interest or their illegal ascendency is 
affected, they want to cut off the heads of the black Indians, and always advise 
and incite the Goverument to do so. 
Sir William Wedderburn refers only to the editors of Anglo-Indian news- 
papers, but in fact every Englishman who comes our to India poses as an 
emperor here. Perhaps it is the atmosphere of India, which is polluted with 
Imperialism, that turns their heads. Older residents quickly convert new 
comers to their own views. Indeed, the entire Anglo-Indian society is opposed 
to Indians, and it is, as it were, their mission to hate and harass the people of 
India. Aud the result is, that the Indian public have lost all respect for the 
English nation as a whole. 


Indians consider it as their duty to keep up the Swadesht, but the Anglo- 
Indian community does not refrain from doing anything, however wrong, in its 
attempt to kill the Swadeshit. The other day the Calcutta Police, in spite of the 
absence of any provocation, forcibly dispersed the meeting at Beadon Square, 
cruelly assaulted the gentlemen and boys who attended the meeting, and set up 
a sort of anarchy in the city for three days. They openly looted shops and 
subjected innocent gentlemen to no end of indignities. But the Lieutenant- 
Governor had a sham enquiry held by Mr, Collin and others which was like a 
child’s play, and it is doubtful whether the report he has sent to the Viceroy 
contains even a grain of impartiality or truth. 


It would require volumes to record all the numerous acts of injustice that 
are now being done by Anglo-Indians to check the Swadeshi. Sir William 
Wedderburn lives at a very great distance from India, and hence he does not 
know much about the proceedings of Anglo-Indian society; so he has con- 
fined himself to the writings of the Anglo-Indian Press only. As our ill- 
luck would have it, the very remedy which is to cure the malady is poisoned : 
the Government of India are mere playthings in the hands of the Anglo- 
Indians and the newspapers conducted by them. Indians are being severely 
punished on charges brought against them by all sorts of conspiracies, whereas 
Anglo-Indians, though really guilty of similar offences, are being pampered by 
the Government as if they were philanthropists. In spite of the revelations 
made at Rawalpindi aud Etawah, hundreds of Indians are being punished on 
false charges brought against them. On the other hand, editors of newspapers 
like the Englishman are swaggering about spreading the fire of racial animosity 
all over the country, and the Government feel no scruples in acting according to 
what these men say, and in trampling down innocent Indians. 


The present: fire of unrest all over India has been kindled by the bad 
behaviour of the Anvo-Indians and the failures of justice in the law-courts. 
Indians are being reduced to ashes, as it were, in this fire, while Anglo-Indians 
standing at a safe distance enjoy the fun. 


166. A correspondent writes to the Daily Hitavak [ Calcutta ] of the 9th 
November, that although cambling during the 
Kali Puja was prohibited at Jhalakatti four 
years age, and a Police Inspector was deputed to enqnire about the complaint 
of its being held again this year, it has not been stopped. The Magistrate 
has been informed of this and his decision is awaited by the public. 

lhe fair that is annually held there during the Kali Puja 18_ being 
unusually prolonged this year, and this is injurious to local sanitation. 
Besides, if 18 not proper to tempt the people by gambling and fairs when 
famine is raging in the land. 


Gambling and fair at Jhalakatti. 


DariLy HITAVADI, 
Nov, 9th. 1907. 
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167. The Navasakti (Calcutta ] of the 9th November advises the zamin- 


ba dars of Bengal and Behar to establish socict; 
Seige mate © fopying ols to ealdeetars a meee 
F ge PG TE acs | and prea Fo that they may not be 

under a state of chronic indebtedness to money-landers for money wherew; 
buy their stock of seeds. . ey wherewith to 


168. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 9th November thus declares ita own 
The Sandhya’s declaration of its weg oo vag vcr? som hardly anything in 
ois taller. common with the Indians. In appearanee, colour, 
dress, language, religion and manners, he is 
altogether an alien in India. The feringhi’s interests are in most cases antagonis- 
tic to those of the Indian. It was not with the Indian’s consent and advice 
that the feringht came here and assumed sovereignty of this country, and the 
Jeringht has never allowed the Indian’s voice to have any control over the 
administration of the country. In spite of all this, it isa pity that the Indian 
should desire to be /eringhi-ised in every thing—in language, dress, manners 
and even in thought. The ferinvhi, and not the Indian, is responsible for 
what he has done and is doing in India, The feringhi must work out his destin 
on the Indian soil, whether the Indian wills it or not. When fate will ordain 
that he must leave India, no effort which the Indian may do to keep him here 
will be successful. To speak the truth, continues the writer, we have no 
anxiety in respect of the fering/i, and we bear no malice against him, We 
Indians are the conquerors of the world with what we have got. Why should 
we belittle ourselves by viewing with jealousy the sportive doings of the little 
Jeringhi ? 

But a change 1s coming over us. A page in our life’s history is going 
to be turned over. The beginning of a new existence has been made. This is 
why we ask our countrymen to be prepared anew. We must be newly decked, 
and dressed and surrounded by new things, in order to welcome and receive the 
new thing. Raja Ram Mohan Roy by inculcating the Brahmo religion, Pandit 
Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar by giving one language to all Bengalis, and Bankim 
Chandra Chatterji by preaching the cult of bande mataram have one after 
another, strengthened and developed the hope of the new, Last of all, the 
partition of Bengal has, by giving birth to the swadeshi movement, perfected 
the situation, We have now entered into the struggle for the fulfilment of 
our aim. Beware Bengali! forsake /eringhi-ism be true Indians, true sons of 
Aryans. Drive away the evil genii of /feringhi-ism, selfishness and conceit. 
We have sold diamonds for glass, and given away pearls and rubies, and have 
been reduced to the condition of street beggars. Now, we must build houses for 
ourselves, even if they are to be most wretched huts. After this, we may, 
if Providence wills, build palaces in future. For the present we want to be 
prudent house-keepers, most careful and scrutinising about our interests. We 
must not allow the feringht to enter into the precinc:s of our habitation, no, not 
even his shadow. Whether you be Extremists or Moderates, live in amity with 
all your countrymen, Pray, do not shed each other’s blood, Forsake feringht- 
ism, do not pronounce even the letter *F” of the word jeringhi. 

169. The Sonar Bharat (Howrah) of the 9th November urges the Indians 
to awake if they want to live, If they want not to 
be killed by others’ kicks and have a wish to save 
their religion and caste, let them acquire patriotism and love for their fellow- 
countrymen. The /eringhis are oppressing them! But why fear that oppression? 
Have you heard that in struggle lies life and disease contains in itself the seeds 
of recovery? A man rises with the help of the ground he falls on. Say heartily, 
bande mataram ! 

170. The Sonar Bharat [Howrah] of the 9th November accuses the 
Government of India of indifference to the wants 
and sufferings of the people of the country and 
says, that the passing of the Seditious Meetings Act proves that the English 
peuple are degenerating and cannot tolerate truth. But whenever a soverelgi 
has forgotten his duties to his subjects, his fall has been inevitable. 

171. The Sorar Bharat [Howrah } of the 9th November exhorts the people 
of Western Bengal to hold as many meetings 45 

possible before the Seditious Meetings Act 18 
promulgated in it, and to be thus prepared as much as is necessary. 


A call to awake. 


Duties of the Sovereign. 


Aun advice to hold meetings. 
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172. ‘The Yugantar a * the or s ovember writes :— 
er Hi erils are gathering over us f ides. 
) ee ee India had never before been in roy ance 
situation. Under the Musalmans dangers used to come, but the Bengalis, who 
were lovers of war, used to get out of them with the strength of their swords 
Besides this, arbitrariness was not s0 rife then. The people of the count 
had their swords, fire-arms, forts. They had food in their homes strength Pl 
their arms, They used to avenge oppressions with their d 
lose fetters of the Arms Act h deprived th f hetaps ned ages Mon 
renal All the food in the ae rages jo b :- ae ll 
others, and men and women in India are dying Mf on of ‘a. tae 
will strength come to the arms of those whose bodies have been emaciated $ 
yen m' food ? ‘begpe my above this, the alien sovereign power has pice 
ays taken up the sword with a merciless hand in 
and women of India with demoniac pride of power. Aendnbsictiion a bese 
vested in the hands of men uneducated, boorish, and devoid of commons ie 
and human attributes. The charge of maintaining public peace has ae 
given to men constantly bent on committing oppression, fond of plunde een 
civilised, low and innocent of education and intelligence Those who ah uld 
ty Sony — y <7 gpa ap committing plunder constantly, being bewitched 
y the charm of gold and silver. Oppression inst 
comes from the rulers. Such is the ick, Wht is yo — is & & 
danger? What course is left for this nation, always ready to slee ” afl ted 
by oppression and helpless as it is? What course of action is t = ns 
ong is to be followed, and what weapon is to be ied in ce mot 
e Indians may save themselves f il ? 
dalle ele be: pow on ~ rom this great peril? We shall again say 
‘- Pa a crores of people have died of starvation. What is to 
(2) All the wealth and food-grai 
to foreign countries. How to andhle “a Se eee ee 
(3) Law courts do not dispense justice, thos it i bates 
: Be whose duty it is to maintain 
ae Pay os chal ie es vis tae soe — imposed and injustice 
By Tas Gils dcediny & causal. The coane | ti : 
ais if ) adie pi Pgs fll perceive Bh = is reer oppression 
mer for the unarmed nk is hand. at 1s the means of 
9) Oppression and injustice at 
a aren sch Bo ‘oad rise “a we ae ae 
o jail, banished, whipped. Are there no means of preventing this? 
(6) Will one part itrari r we J 
wea: cake poet Age ay. — — : avg wheat and 
Are there no means of remedying this ? ia se 
Even in the isti oa 
nae Sf poi myn: y= ladies are trying to preach their un-Aryan- 
We hope that the inhabitants of B ; ir situati 
f SO engal will realise soon their situation 
oa their mean selfishness and in (this) danger take the charge of saving 
sad hig their country, their nation and their 4arma (work). 
. he Yugantar |Calcutta) of the 9th November has the following 
~~ Ma to the Bengalis :— 
that n the course of waiting for a period of a year 
i Aa , — yx Ag yours ye arrived. You have rushed out of the 
ear ee ; your tail up like a herd of boars. Leaving the 
“ae ne guy of merchandise ays ig you began rushing towards some. 
Bie eng P 6 action and reaction of running about hither and thither and 
el @ action and nee of hugging, you roused the country to 
Pie san &.. 8. the Durga | iasm. The Bijaya* iestival, ever waited for 
hand ns and y you a away. The none, of grief comes 
bec; _ and envelops your face. That day of your joy 
ts ions ape ee ure again rushing forward in haste along tho 
bring this hero-worah; ravel, fixed (for you by theheretic). If you have to 
join in the fest} orship to an end every year only in this fashion then do not 
ivity any longer, do not touch the Mother's feet with band 


6 Bijaya.” 


YuGAaNTaB, 
Nov. 9th, 1907, 


YUGANTAR, 
Nov 9th, 1907. 
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accustomed to service at others’ feet. Do not pollute this hero worship an 

1 ’ a | 7 y 
more with the touch of your person with its contamination of servitude, One 
accustomed to render service at another’s feet can never serve the Mother 
You will not even now understand that you are the Mother’s servant—that 
when once the !’uja which you have the right to perform, was carried to a 
finish, the family of rakshashas (demons) was extirpated root and branch, and 
that on another occasion killing multitudes of the 
mlechha, Raja Surath® re-established his own 
kingdom. It is to establish your domivion and your 
religion that the Mother era after era deseends (on to the earth) and destroys 
the race of (your) enemies, Your Mother is the earth, the female progenitor, 
kind-hearted, auspicious, faultless, who steals away all sorrows. You are an 
unworthy son of your mother. You would not be persuaded that the worship of 
the Mother has been interfered with. The Mothers 
throne has got a shaking. Through the touch of 
the heretic’s feet the sacred pitha t (of India) has got polluted. This time it 
will no longer be with the blood of inoffensive animals but with the living 
blood of the hearts of crores upon crores of men like you that the sins of 
(this; sacred land of) India will have to be washed away. 

Oh! on that oceasion once, it was not long ago, the standard of religion 
was held aloft by the hands of Pratap and Sivaji, the favourite sons of 
Bhawani. That was an occasion when on the sky of Bengal and of Mahrastra, 
the sword of work flashed out for once to the sound of Har, Har Mahadev; 
since that day how many other days have passed away, but times like those 
have not come again, 

_O Bengalis, since the day on which at the field of Plassy you sat huddled 
up, since the day on which offering up the Mother’s image into the depths 
of the Ganges at Plassy you returned home with empty hands, since that 
day how many Bijaya days have come to you and how many Bijaya days 
have gone. But whendid you proclaim the message of (your) triumph in 
sounds solemn as those of thunder? The Jel leaves used in your worship 
along with the sandal wood paste have floated down the currents of the Ganges 
and have been lost in the limitless ocean. If you had even followed the 
course these things (of worship) have taken, the message of your sorrows 
would by this time have reached the Mother. But you did not do even that. 
Having offered up the Mother’s image into the waters of the Bhagirathi and 
having bound yourselves with the coils of the rules of a Providence, differing 
from you in religion, you are wandering about along the narrow paths of self- 
interest, like orphan lads. How long will you carry this chain of sin? How 
much longer will you pass in thie poor and destitute garb ? 

See how, era upon era has even passed away ; 

Has not your sense of offended pride yet left you ? 

Q fellow countrymen, you have sacrificed everything, your work as well 
as your religion for the sake of another, Learning the religion and the work 
of another you are always engaging yourselves in that work. You do not 
reflect even once in a fit of forgetfulness on what you were, what you have 
become, what you are going to be. You do not understand all that through 
the influence of defect of judgment. Alas, that under the spell of the 
captivating illusion of the heretic you do not find time once even to know 
(all this}. If you are to remain for ever sunk in this gloom of ignorance 
what can you have to do with Bijaya festivities? What is the good of 
playing this Satanic play under the cloak of piety ? 

If the impression has become firmly rooted in your heart that you have 
been conquered—be it through fraud, or through force, or through trickery 
what have you to do with Bijaya? How can the conquered have a Bijaya ? 

We shall be eager to cordially welcome you again to the Bijaya festivities 
on the day on which the aspiration to be victorious will return to you. Other- 
wise the Yugantar will have nothing any longer to call by the name of Bijays. 

174. ‘he Yugantar [Calcutta] of the 9th November writes as follows :-— 

On every side drain of money, drain of food- 
grains and sucking of blood. What a fearful 
sight, Mis-education in the name of education, the imparting of bad manners, 
demoniac nescience, devilish delusions and the doings of Satan have turned 


* His story is told inthe sacred 
book named Chandi. 


+ Place of pilgrimage. 


A call to awake. 
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Bengal into a vast cremation ground. All the wealth of the country is going 
away to foreign countries. There are no mesns of remedying this. The 
physical strength of Bengal has now been —o in serving foreigners and 
‘nen of # different religion, Whether in the ha l of education, in the temple of 
God, in the interior of private houses or in festivities in Bengal, everywhere 
the oppression is the same. Who has made Bengal such a Smasan? A man 
talking of his joys and sorrows in his own house will now be punished by law. 
Who has turned this golden land into a residence of demons? Who has 
flied Paradise with poison-trees after uprooting heavenly plants! Bengal is 
going to die of disease, grief, sorrows and privations! 

O Bengalis how long more will you see this horid sight and sleep! Will 
you not establish peace in your house in the midst of this conflagration, this 
monstrous frantic dance, the fearful oppression committed by the devil? 
Famine and plague are devastating the country, and, like beggars, you are still 
showing your helplessness by looking to others (for help)! O Bengali, who 
are born of gods, remember who you ,are and what you were. Do not be 
frightened! You have not yet lost your wealth. The peace in your house 
has not yet been destroyed. You were sleeping and thus a thief, a Satan, 
entered into your house! Now awake, taking the name of Mother and shaking 
the universe with a deep roar. Arise, young men, young strugglers of Bengal, 
deliver Bengal! Turn it into heaven! Sleep no more! 

175. Referring to the ae te pa _ A ger conse se of Calcutta 

3 ree School over the signature of Bande Mataram 
Pr students snd Bande a. them 7 -_ the “ge in phage | - 

alleged injustice done to them the schoo 

authorities, the Daily HMitavadi FCaleutta ] of the 10th N mmf asks :—Can 
the Secretary of the school refute the statements that have been made in the 
notice? Are not Indian and Eurasian students of the Engineering and the 
Medical College similarly treated in the matter of awarding scholarships and 
prizes? Why should a man be held guilty merely because he called upon the 
sufferers to seek redress of the wrongs ? | 

As bearing upon this incident the writer mentions how a Eurasian pleader 
once asked a swadesht preacher to regard the Kurasians as true Indians and try 
to ameliorate their condition along with that of Hindus and Muhammadans. 

176. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 10th November asks, ‘Is it 
i a ill eat a good thing that the people are losing all faith 
soa" ee mvoverne in Government? That even the moderates are 
mists?” The writer goes * “Few souls he ped sar Mn, Weston 
to give evidence in the enquiry into the Calcutta riots. Again, neither the 
British Indian Association nor the Indian Asscciation of Calcutta did even hold 
a meeting to protest agamst the Seditious Meetings Act. The Madras Mahajan 
Sabha, so noted for its loyalty to Government, did indeed convene a meeting 
to discuss the injurious character of the Act, but refused to send any memorial 
to Government protesting against it What is the meaning of such an attitude 
on their part? Government is busy making a law to put down sedition, but 
what does it propose to do to prevent the people from losing their faith in it ? 

177. The Daily Hitavadi {Calcutta} of the 10th November has an article 
ap the heading. ‘ Hot ~ — ” in yw 
the writer give ing classification of the 
people of India according to their sed saan dll 7 

_ There are three classes of people in our country. First comes the class 
which may be called “ cool headed ” whose patience is unlimited. The second 
class of men are always ‘ hot-headed.” The slightest cause completely upsets 

$) chs ae their minds and they grow white-hot in rage like the 
rious for the shortness of his Sage Durvasa*. ‘The third class may be described 
temper. oe i yor oogeraig tl who grow = bs occasion, — 
; who prefer to follow the middle course. e 
en at thane. — classes is the same, though their ones we oe 
‘ ° “Wg e Englis 
who are, according to pode, y store “Phe © bot beaded” pci ceaalaies 
all compromise, demands complete Swaraj and is determined to stand 
on their own legs. They have grown sick of petitioning and would either 


The three political parties. 
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reach their goal or die in the attempt. But the “ hot-and-cool ” 

‘‘ Neither of these two methods will do. Too much of either coolnesa or hot- 

headedness will not do. Adopt the middle course. Long bamboo lathis and 

resounding shouts in streets will not secure Swaraj, neither will Piteous crie 

from house-corners achieve it. The right method consists in adoptin ‘ 

everything swadeshi and boycotting everything foreign. Don’t grudge the 

persecutions of the English merchant. Neither petitioning nor Jathjs nor 

bombs will be required. We shall come out successful by a happy combina- 

tion of the other two methods. Encourage national industries and manufac. 

tures. A irial of strength at the Police Court or High Court will be of no avail 

Let us have a competion in the great markets of Calcutta. . 

178. The Navajivani [Calcutta] of the 10th November announces that 

sce i aes the pandas of Kalighat have resolved not to allow 

ee ee any belati goods to be taken inside the shrine, 

179. The Bangavasi \eorenanee of the 9th N ¢ een writes how at the 

approaching,great mela at Santipore on the occasio 

en 6 ep of Rash Jatra, only swadeshi things will be allowed 
to be sold. 


180. Referring to the gratifying speech of Mr. Keir Hardie at the 
: 7 : Mahajan Sabha in Madras, the Hindi Bangavasi 
Mr. Keir Hardie and the Indian [Calcutta] of the 11th November notes that relying 
si upon his promises many a man in India ig 
fostering a hope that the Member of Parliament would be able to effect, in 9 
moment, on his return home, what this long-standing political agitation has not 
been able to do for India. 
181. Referring to the reply of the Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab to 
The Lieutenant-Governor of the ‘He application of the Indian Association, Lahore, 
Punjab and the local Civil and requesting permission to sue the local Civil and 
Military Gazette. Milstary Gazette for damage for its having recently 
written an article vilifying the educated people of that province, the Hindi 
Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 11th November asks:—Where was the sympathy 
of His Honour gone when the question of prosecuting the Punjabee was under 
consideration? Is such a partiality favourable to the growth of good feelings 
between the rulers and the ruled ? 
182. The Medins Bandhav {Midnapore] of the 11th November extols 
the spirit and enthusiasm of the old man, Liakut 
Hosain, and prays that God may help him in his 


perty says :—- 


Liakut Hosain. 


imprisonment. 
183. The Navasakt [ Calcutta] of the 11th November writes :— 

hin hameniins Goins ait te It behoves us to try and direct the attention of 
political significance to the Nation- the messes of our countrymen to matters of national 
alists. welfare. At present they and we are too far apart, 
so much so that we cannot realise even in dreams that they are our brethren. 
The impending famine furnishes a great opportunity for us to establish a 
relation and kinship with them. If we can now assist them and save them from 
starvation or semi-starvation they will become our most docile followers. 

184. In noticing how a recent issue of the Journal pointed out bow 

_ Japanese rather than Indian things were likely 
_ AnglorIndian and = Indian tg be patronised by Europeans in Calcutta as 
industries. ° ; . 
Christmas presents, this season, the Navasakis 

[Calcutta] of the 11th November writes :— 

Our hearts do not quake with fear at this prospect. With God’s help 
we shall be able to support our industries ourselves, without the assistance 
of the feringhi. 

185. A communicated poem with reference to the death of Upadhyaya 


ublished in the Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 11th 

: ewan concludes with Ls sa to all 

Indians to stake their lives in an attempt to defy the feringhi’s oppression. ; 

186. Under the heading “ Self-revelation by Mr. Morley,” the Navasakis 

ain She eck [Calcutta] of the 12th instant has a leader from 
hid iss which the following are extracts :-— 

Like India, England is not free from exaggerated reports, The first 

portion of Mr. Morley’s speech would have people believe that grave unrest 
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a rebellion worse than the sepoy Mutiny had 
e in India has been heard 
Morley far away across the ocean. Dut no such thing has taken 
place in India in connection with the swadeshi, ‘There have been a few 
rots and disturbances, but for them it is not educated Indians, but those 

ts of the officers of the Government —the Police—and also the pampered 
Mahomedans, who are to be held res nsible. Do not the Secretary of State 
and the people of England know that there was not the least breach of peace 
‘n the grand demonstrations which took place in celebration of the Partition 
day? At Barisal it was the Police who forcibly dispersed the Provincial 
Conference, cruelly assaulted many respectable men, and almost killed that 
young patriot Chitwaranjan, Are not the Mahomedans who are favourites 
of the Government, the cause of the disturbances at Comilla and at Jamalpur? 
Then, again, did not the Police do the rioting in Calcutta? 

While from a distance Mr. Morley imagines all sorts of rebellion in 
India, Mr. Keir Hardie who saw everything with his own eyes says, ‘‘the 
scaring reports about the events in the Punjab were all exaggerated accounts 
circulated by some irresponsible newspapers.” 

In the face of the disclosures made at Etawah and Rawalpindi, it is as 
safe to place oy means of the Seditious Meetings Act) the Indians at the 
mercy of the Police, as it is to set firetoa reservoir containing kerosine oil. 
This will shake the faith of the Indians in British justice. __ 

Mr. Morley thinks that Indians do not deserve to have the same privileges 
as are enjoyed by the Canadians and the Irish, So he will only go on 
depriving them of what they have, he will only trample them down by 
passing measures like the Seditious Meetings Act. He has placed before the 
British public an imaginary picture of unrest in India, lest they should get 
angry at the things that the Government are doing there. 


187, In a leader under the heading. ‘The Power of the Subjects” the 
Navasakti {Calcutta ] of the 12th November has the 
following :-— 

The nervousness of Englishmen at the growth of the power of the 
subjects in India, and their attempts to kill it remind us of what the poet 
says, “It is indeed amusing to hear a thief talk morals.” Is there any 
reasonable ground for Englishmen to boast of their being the foremost nation 
in the world in point of strength and glory? History shows how little by 
little the power of the subjects of England has diminished the power of the 
sovereign. ‘lhe signing of the Magna Charta, the Peasants’ Revolt, and 
lastly the Civil War of 1649 which led to the beheading of King Charles I, 
all show how the people struggled against the ruling power with success. 
Indeed this acquisition of strength by the people is the root of England’s 
advancement and glory. Still England is determined to thwart the people 
of India in their attempts to stand on their own legs. Thus indeed a fear 
of the loss of self-interest makes men blind and so leads them astray from the 
path they had been following before. But here in India Englishmen have 
not only their empire but the means of earning their livelihood, and hence 
they do not wish the subjects to have any strength at all. They should, 
however, bear it in mind that now that the people are awake it is beyond the 
power of the rulers to curb their strength. Oppression and 
only increased this strength. Being blinded with fury Englishmen must have 
forgotten the lesson taught by history. The Gita says:— 


‘‘ Anger begets ignorance, ignorance leads to loss of memory, loss of 
memory brings on loss of wisdom, and this leads to destruction.” 


188, The Navasakti [Calcutta] of the 12th November thinks that Mr. A. 
C. Banerjee was afraid that he would be disbarred 
if he were convicted of sedition, and hence he has 
got out of the difficulty by offering an apology to the Government. It 1s 
idle to devote oneself to the service of the country if one cannot ‘sacrifice one’s 
self-interest and personal comforts. It was this Aswini who one day went 
like a beggar from door to door asking for hel 
gone on strike. But we knew that his nature had become polluted with 
$tlati ideas when he accepted a commissionership in the Calcutta Corporation. 
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189. Referring to the incarceration of Maulvi Liakat Hosein, the Nihar 


_ [Contai] of the 12th November obsery 
BB oe \ po maaan of Maulvi owing to the presence of martyred patriots x" yo 
, jails, these are places being converted into sacred 
grounds. The Maulvi deserves the highest regard of all Indians for his 
sincere devotion to the country’s cause. His noble example will continue to 
animate his countrymen for all time to come. 

190. Referring to the apology offered by Mr. A. C. Banerjee to the 

me Chief Secretary to the Government of Bengal, the 

PP Banerjees apology Sandhya [Calcutta] says that men like Mr. A. C. 

Banerjee who have no sincerity and fixed principle 

may further their own worldly interests, but they can never do any good to 

the country. However, incidents like this will drive out all that is useless 
among us. : 

191, The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 13th November thinks that 
the mill owners of Manchester will be furious at 
the evidence given before the Labour Commission 
by the Collector of Ahmedabad, who said that the labourers in the Ahmedabad 
Mills were not at all overworked. 

192. Referring to the apology made by Mr. A. C. Banerjee to the Govern- 

a ment, the Daily Hitavadi Spewcome? of the 13th 

Poh dh “ F C. Banerjee’s apology November says that this act of cowardice on his part 

: is a disgrace to the entire Bengali nation. We 

cannot find words to express our contempt for him. He and the men who have 
advised him to tender the apology should be ashamed of their very existence. 

193. The Daily Hitavadi [ Calcutta] of the 138th November thinks that 

vee the all India Congress committee should have done 

Po Keir Hardie and the well if, as advised by Mr. Keir Hardie, they had 

pgress. , ° 

held the Congress at Nagpore this year. This 

would have eaved us from being the laughing stock of our enemies. The 

paper understands Mr. Keir Hardie to have desired that the next sitting of 
the Congress should take place in London. 

194. The Datly Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 13th November writes :— 

According to the report sent by Reuter to 
England, Sarada Charan Sen, the manager of the 
Sandhya, was sent up on a second charge of sedition and was refused bail, 
in order that he might not give out seditious speeches if released. But this 
is not true. Besides, Reuter has suppressed the fact that the High Court has 
granted bail to the manager. Whenever anything is to be reported against 
Bengalis Reuter never pauses to think whether the report is true or false. 
Thanks to the white officers of the Government, speech-making has now been 
stopped in Calcutta and the whites will be satisfied if by fair means or foul 


they can silence the Indian newspapers. We think this will be done before 
long, and we are prepared for it. 


The Labour Commission. 


Reuter’s mendacity. 


Uriya Papers. 


195. In referring to the education of young Hindu widows in Mysore, 
the Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 26th October 
suggests that similar arrangements should be made 
in other parts of India not only for the education of widows, but also of girls 
in general. The attention of the Hindus should be particularly drawn towards 
female education. 

196. Referring to the ay transfer of the young Raja of dn dare e 

tate to Cuttack by Mr. Garrett, the Collector 0 

meer oe ht ee Cuttack, the same Mess observes that Mr. Garrett 

behaved politely and kindly in dealing with the members of the Raj family. 
The writer observes that Mr. Garrett has profited by his Puri experience. 

197. The Asureswar correspondent of the same paper states that the 
Asureswar Post Office in the Cuttack district 15 
not regularly delivering letters, etc., to the 
addressees, and that the peon attached to that office is not regularly paying his 


Education of Hindu widows. 


A postal complaint. 
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visits to the villages. The attention of the postal authorities is drawn to the 
at once. 

“08. The Students Association of Kanika, says the tkaldipita (Cuttack) 

of the 26th October has collected a further sum 

Collections made by no students for the benefit of the distressed in the Cuttack 

ee district. The students of Dhenkanal have collected 

Rs. 81-11 towards the same object. These benevolent exertions of the students 
are, no doubt, very creditable. 

192. The same paper states that the prospects of the paddy crop are 

, very bad. A great portion of the crop had been 

The economical outlook gloomy. Worhed off by the floods of rivers, while the 

remaining crop to which the people looked up with hope is dying, or about to 

die from want of rain. Only the crops raised on lands that have the benefit 

of canal water can be said to help the people to a certain extent. The 
economical outlook is therefore gloomy. 

200. The same paper states that the officers, who are engaged in distribu- 
ting relief in the Jejpur subdivision of the Cuttack 
district, have closed their work, while the Sub- 
divisional officer has submitted his final report. There is no doubt that the 
distribution of relief by Government officers has done some good to the poor 
in that subdivision, but the Government help was insufficient and there are 
many who have not been benefitted by it. ‘'he beali and sarada crops have 
been totally destroyed. Mr. Garrett, the Collector of Cuttack, personally 
visited the affected tracts, though there were many places to which he could 
not go. The Government help should have been continued till the rod: 
harvest was ready. : 

201. The same paper points out that the zamindars of the affected parts 

A suggestion to suspend the 12 Orissa are unable to realise their rent from their 
land revenue and to remit the tenants, who are in distressed circumstances and 
chaukidert tax. are, therefore, not in a position to pay the land 
revenue in November current. The realisation of the November kzs¢ of the 
land revenue should, therefore, be suspended for the present. | 

202. The same paper states that a meeting was held in the Town Hall at 
Balasore under the presidency of the District 
Magistrate of that district to raise subscriptions 
for the relief of the distressed in the Balasore and Cuttack districts. About 
Rs. 2,130 were subscribed on the spot. Raja Baikuntha Nath De Bahadur 
headed the list with a donation of Rs. 1,500. Babu Manmath Nath De, the 
Honorary Secretary of the meeting, is collecting donations by personally going 
from door to door. 

203. The same paper hog Mr. Duke, the Commissioner of Orissa, 

who has moved Government to exempt certain 
a re ee thanas of the Balasore district from the email 


Government help insufficient. 


A relief meeting at Balasore. 


of the Revision Settlement. 
204, The Asureswar correspondent of the Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 
Oi i. 26th October siates that as rice sells at 53 seers 
aa ber a in that part g the ower 5 Sonies, 
e people are i istres3- e Chaukidani 
Tax should, therefore, be sunlitel , ‘ ae 
205. ‘I'he same correspondent states that Babus Jagannath Misra and 
Sidheswar Brahma, residents of Khandsahi, are 
helping their neighbours by advancing paddy and 
: mandia on easy terms. 
206. The Puri correspondent of the Uskaldipika [Cuttack] of the 26th 
Debits hesdih ba: Dusk October states that the heslth of the Pun town 
is good, though fever prevails here and there. 
207. The Asuteswar correspondent of the Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 
26th October states that a dog belonging to Anat 
Lig in that village has become 80 i pe 
ite any person w es in its Way. e writer 
requests the President of the alae to which ee eer he report the 


matter to the District killed as ear! 
Pee lh oy strict Magistrate with a view to get the dog Killed as early 


Liberality of Jagannath Mi 
and Sidheswar Poms ay me 


The pranks of 
Cuttacs” 8 of a mad dog in 
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208. The same paper states that a new weekly named Nilachala Samachar 
es fs has been started at Puri from the Madan Mohan 
At wey eo Press belonging to Radhakrishna Bilas Provident 


Company, Limited, and observes that the weekly is calculated to remove a long. 
felt want in Puri. 


209. The same paper states that the icul- 

The weather in Talcher and ¢yyists in Talcher oa ” hanes are very way 
on account of cessation of rain. 

210. The Puri correspondent of the same paper states that the cold 

weather has made its appearance in that district 

though the midday is as warm as ever. 

211. Referring to the speeches that were delivered by a certain number 

ae, : Of Englishmen at that meeting of the East India 
candian industries and the Indian Asgociation in London in which Mr. M.S. Das 

overnment. : ° ? 

C.1.E., read his paper on the ‘‘ Industries of India,” 

the Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 26th October points out that there are 

many Englishmen at home, who think that the Indian Government in trying 

to help the Indian industries only interferes with their progress, Were the 

Government to keep itself aloof from all Indian industries, the Indians will 
find out their way to progress without being hampered in any way. 

212. The same paper states that the Dasahara festival passed off quietly 

and successfully in Jajpur, Puri and Cuttack 
pDasshara in Jajpur, Cuttack, without any hitch or hindrance, though it was 
uri and Balasore. a | 
clearly visible that the people were very uneasy 
on account of the damaged or dying crops. There was a little rain on the 
Puja days, but it was not sufficient to save the crops. 
213. The Uriya and Navasambad [ Balasore] of the 30th October offers its 
oe Joyal Puja greetings to Their Most Gracious 
ai Ee Breetings of the Uriya Majesties, the King-Emperor and the Queen 
Empress of India, and to all Indian Officers from 
His Excellency the Viceroy to the District Magistrate of Balasore. 
214. The Uriya and Aqecmned LBeigonrel iy Fn gee eg san suggests 
ne that the November an ril kists of land revenue 
cumtkidert tax nde: Pa a st in the flood-affected cane of the Balasore and the 
districts in Orissa. Cuttack districts should be suspended at once and 
the —— tax in those parts for the next two or three quarters should be 
remitted. 

215. The Uriya and Navasambad | Balasore | of the 30th October states that 
cholera is raging furiously both in the Bhadrak and 
sadar Subdivisions of the Balasore district. 

216. The Uriya and Navasamyad( Balasore | of the 30th October states that 

though there was a little rain during the Puja holi- 
on prospects of the standing erops days, the standing crcps are in danger and unless it 
in Balasore. 1 

rains soon, seventy per cent. of the crops must die. 

217. The same paper states that many families in the Balasore district 

do not find a full meal per day. Some live upon 

prpprebensions of a famine in half a meal, while others get no meal, Thus 

alasore. “aay see” ; —— 
famine is unavoidable in the district. 

218. The Uriya and Navasamvad [ Balasore) of the 30th October makes @ 

} similar remark with regard to the Dasahara, as 

PR cad te vcdsegg “x po ag Dasahara celebrated in the Balasore district. It is said that the 

Bombay and Ahmadabad cotton piece-goods had 8 
good sale in the district during the Puja. : 

219. The Uria and Navasamvad | Balasore | of the 30th October 18 sorry 
to notice the death of Babu Ramanath Ghosh, the 
late Treasurer of the Balasore Collectorate, who 
had settled himself down in that town as a pensioner and who enjoyed his 
pension for a long period. His loss is mourned by a large circle of his friends 
and admirers. 


The weather in Puri. 


Cholera in Balasore. 


An obituary notice. 


q ty | NILACHAL SaMACHaR, 220. The Nilachal Samachar {Puri} of the 1st November states that the 


pat Nov. Ist, 1907. 


Reforms into the constitution Manager of the Puri Temple aided by the leading 
and practices of the Muktimandap Pandits of the station has introduced certain use- 


im Sus. ful reforms into the constitution and practices of 
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‘nandap in Puri. The obnoxious practice of making personal appeals 
oe rage vert : f r money has been abolished, whereas a donation plate has been 
se vo to be put up on one side of the Mandap for the deposit of voluntary 
contributions by the pilgrims. The Pandits have been ordered to sit on a 
articular side of the meg and devote their attention tothe discussion of 
‘cal and religious subjects. 
oa Nilachal Sateaaher [Puri] of the 1st November states that a _ 
woman named Panchai belonging to village Bhingar- —_ie 
A case of atrocions murder in pyr within the jurisdiction of the Balianta outpost, ees: 
Puri. in district Puri, was murdered by an unknown 
person on the 25th of the last month, and that her dead body hewed to pieces 
was found near # Banian tree in village Bhoichna in that district. The Police 
has not as yet been able to trace out the culprit. As several murders were 
committed within the jurisdiction of the Baliunta outpost in the last few years, 
it is necessary that a vigorous investigation should be made into the 
present case. ; nS | 
222. The Nilachal Samachar (Puri) of the lst November states that Babu y,.,onauSsuacuan 
Ananda Mahanti, a resident of Basuli Sahi, in the Nov. 1st, 1907. 
The liberality of Babu Anand@ Pyrj town, has granted an annual donation of 
Mahanti in Puri. Rs. 120 for the benefit of the Veda School recently 
established by the Muktimanaap in that town. It is said that this voluntary 
gift will form an effectual supplement to the donation already made by the 
Raja of Athgarh to that school. 
223. The same paper offers its thanks to Mr. Huma Rameswar Maliyar 


of Bengal for his donation of Rs; 2,000 in behalf of “™4°*™ Sauacm®, 


Liberality of Mr. Huma Rames- Nov. Ist, 1907. 


war Maliyar. the dispensary that is being built near the Leper 
Asylum in Puri. ) 
224. The Khurda correspondent of Nilachal Samachar [Puri] of the 1st yinsomat samacnan, 
aoe ag Gen November states that there was a little rain in that nov. 16, 1907. 
—_ p> subdivision of the Puri district, but it was not 
sufficient. The agriculturists are therefore in great 
anxiety. The tanks and wells are becoming dry, and if it does not rain soon, 
human life in Balgarh and Banpur will be in imminent danger. Rice sells 
there at 5 seers and paddy at 13 seers per rupee. 

225. ‘The Nimapara correspondent of the same paper states that paddy x. ou. sawscuar 

7 _... is not available for sale in that part of the Puri yoy, isti997. 

Paddy and rice not available in district. The same is almost the case with rice. 


Nimapara in Puri. ; . 
‘ No rain for a large number of days. The people 
are 1n distress. 


226. The Kothpada correspondent of the same paper states that the 4.0, 
agriculturists in that part of the Cuttack District — Samactas, 
Cute yttate of Kothpada in the are maintaining themselves by selling smal]  Yov. 1st, 1907, 
uttack District. gr : : , 
quantities of jute and their household furniture. 
Many have been driven by necessity to live upon the leaves of the jute plant, 


_— simply induce cholera. Unless relief is granted soon, many lives will 
e lost. | 


227. The Nilachal Samachar [Puri] of the 1st November states that a aaeepeentere 

constable in Puri was bitten by a mad jackal,  "amacuar, 

while standing near the lion gate of the Puri ©*°™ '% %% 
Temple. It is strange that a jackal should have dared to pass through the Puri 

town to the lion gate. The constable is now under medical treatmeut. 


228. The same paper states that 4 pilgrim was robbed and murdered at Nuacuat 
| Maltipatpur in tne Puri District. ‘The case 1s now erie 1907, 
ae pereiile murder in the Puri in the hands of the Police. Several murders were 

reported from that station in the last few years. 


It apoears that the number of murders in the Puri District is on the increase. 


2:9, The same paper states that a Brahmin of the Puri town, who was —yiacmar 


te ke, was tied to the Samacuag, 
bitten by a poisonous snake, Nov. lat, 1907. 


A mad jackal in Puri. 


The Garuda Pillar in Puri ; ‘ ° ° 
possessing miraculous powers. url Garuda Pillar in front of the lion gate of the Puri 


os | ‘emple, while water was poured on his head. 
The effect was instantaneous, as the man was perfectly cured. It is therefore, 
inferred that the Garuda Pillar has miraculous medicinal powers. 
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230. The same paper states that 40 men died of cholera in two 
village Dengari, in Aska, in the district of ag 
The villagers were so,terrified that they abandoned 
their own village and ran away to other villages. 
231. The Dharakate correspondent of the Nilachal Samachar [Puri] of the 
| . _ 1st November states that there has been no rain in 
Po Age ather in Dharakote, in that State of the Ganjam district for the last three 
| | months, and that the Raja of that State procured 
three showers of rain from Heaven by burning ten nautis of clarified butter 
232. The Nilachal Samachar [ Puri) of the 1st November gives a statement 
is taaniad Sadie Chania of subjects that are to be discussedin the next 
erene** annual meeting of the Utkal Union Conference ip 
Puri, The writer advises the Executive Committee working under the 
Conference to appoint a certain number of preachers, who will go about the 
country preaching the aims and objects of the Conference. 
233. Babu Suresh Chandra Ghosh writes in the columns of the same paper 
The ewadeshs that “ swadeshism is the outgrowth of patriotism. 
, Patriotism (in its truest sense) is the outcome of 


Virulent cholera in Ganjam. 


national home feeling and self-respect.” After expatiating a good deal on the 
merits of the swadesht, the writer invokes his countrymen to remove the 


political serfdom and economic stagnation, which lie in the path of the progress 
of the Indians. 

234. The Garjatbasini {'Talcher | . the 98% November states that a serious 

aii aa 4 State of things has come to exist both in Garjats 

aod Say ‘tae? “SE ee ead Mogathandl of the Orion Divieln ‘on enemas 
Garjate. of the untimely cessation of rains, as will be 
evident from rising prices of rice and paddy. It is said that the grain dealers 
have collected a good stock of those articles in the Garjats for export to foreign 
places. The writer suggests that these traders should be compelled to export 
only one-half of their stock and sell the other half to the Garjat people at 
reasonable rates. | 

235. The Garjat Basini [Talcher) of the 2nd November states that 

fe i ice cholera is raging in Barda and Manipur in the 
ancien: Dhenkanal State, 
236. ‘The same paper states that half of. the houses in village Prachanda- 
pur in Dhenkanal were destroyed by the recent 
floods and that many acres of land there were 
covered with a coating of sand, which has made them useless for all agricultural 
purposes, thereby striking terror into the hearts of the peasants. 

_ 237. The same paper states that a resident of Kaluria in Dhenkanal 
lost three hundred cows and bullocks, which were 
carried away by the.late floods, thereby ruining 
the owner for ever. 

238. The Garjat Basini ['Talcher] of the 2nd November states that there 
is no rain in Angul, and that this has told heavily 
on the economical condition of the people. 

239. The same paper states that there is no rain in Talcher, and that the 
i a aa people there are propitiating Gods and Goddesses 
; : with a view to procure a few showers of rain. 

240. The same paper states that there has been no rain for one 
month in Hindole, and that the {state of the crops 
there is bad. 

241. In discussing the returns of mortality due to snake poison and the 

Increase in mortality due to ttack of wild animals in the last few years, the 
snake-bite and the attack of wild Utkaldinika [ Cuttack } of the 2nd November finds 
reason to regret thatthe authorities in India are 
not liberal in granting licenses for guns and other firearms. It is said that 
the Indian Arms Act is indirectly responsible for the increase of mortality due 
to the above causes. 

2412. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 2nd November states that Babu 

Relief rendered to Orisa, by odbucharam Raut, a temporary Uriya resident of 
ato ' °Y Rangoon, has remitted a donation of Rs. 62 for the — 

benefit of the sufferers from floods iu Cuttack. © 


Loss due to floods in Dhenkanal. 


Severe loss toa man in Dhen- 
kanal by the late floods. 


The weather io Angul. 


The weather in Hindole. 
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The donation was realised mostly from Uriyas of very limited means in 


Burma. | 
243. 


Distress in Orissa. 


/ 

The same paper states that the economical condition of Orissa is ye 
bad. Want of rain has led to the destruction of 
standing crops. itice sells at 5 seers and paddy at 
12 seers per rupee in Kendrapara. ‘Those articles of food are not there always 
available even at those rates. The condition of those parts of the Cuttack 
district that were affected by the floods is simply indescribable. The radi 
crop raised by the people in those parts after the floods has been destroyed by 
‘nsects Whose specimeus were shown to the Cuttack Collector by the Sub- 
divisional Officer of Kendrapara. It is therefore necessary that the realisation 
of the land revente in those parts should be suspended for a temporary 

riod. 
B 244. Babu Shyama Charan Mabanti, the Panchayet Tahsildar of Mahanga, 
writes to the same paper to say that Dadhi Malik 
im and his two daughters belonging to the village 

-Dharmadaspur in Pargana Joypur died of starva- 
tion in the last week of October last. He had, however, communicated his 
state to the district Collector and the Divisional Commissioner, who deputed a 
Sub-Deputy Collector to make an enquiry on the spot. The Sub-Deputy 
Collector reached the village in time to save the wife of Dadhi Malik, who, 
with his two daughters, has already expired before his arrival. The correspon- 
dent writes that no food is available in that part of the Cuttack district, and 
that this is due firstly to the floods and secondly to drought. Labourers, says 
the correspondent, do not find work and the beggars no alms. 

245. The same paper states that scarcity of food is deepening into famine 
in Orissa, and that unless relief arrangements are 
made in time serious consequences may ensue. It 
is true that the Local Government is preparing itself for relief works, but it is 
not known what particular measures the local officers are going to adopt. 

246. The same paper publishes the information supplied to it by an 
Uriya traveller, who had been recently to the 
United Provinces and Punjab during the last Puja 
holidays. It is said that the people of those 
Provinces are in great distress, and that they complain that their land revenue, 
instead of being remitted, has only been suspended for a temporary period. ‘I'he 
writer hopes that the Government of India will take a correct view of the 
situation and rise equal to the occasion, for a large part of India has been or 
will be soon engulfed in a big famine. 

247. ‘The Jajpur correspondent of the same paper states that the zamindars 
in that subdivision of the Cuttack district having 
failed to realise rents from their tenants are growing 
anxious and despondent, not knowing what to do. 
It is therefore necessary that the Collector should communicate to them any 


favourable item of news that he may have received from the Government on 
the subject. 


248. The Utkal Dipika [Cuttack] of the 2nd November compares the 
mortuary returns for Orissa in the last two years, 
and arrives at the conclusion that the population 
in the Balasore District shows signs of decrease. 
This decrease is no doubt due partly to the hich price of food, and partly to 
the insanitary condition of the district. . 


49, The Puri correspondent of the same paper states that fever 
prevaus in that district and that the cold weather 
has set in. 


290. The Utkal Dipika [Cuttack] of the 2nd November, states that there 
; is no rain and that the cold weather has set in. 
The agriculturists are in sorrow. 

251. The Darpan correspondent of the same paper states that there is no 
rain in that part of the Cuttack District, that the 
crops are dying and that the agnculturists are 
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{ 


' TI.—Home ApDMINISTRATION, 


(a)—Police. 


1260. New India states that the significance of the recent disturbances in 
Calcutta is not in their magnitude nor even in the 
large number of policemen sent to the hospitals, 
but in the awakening manhood in the people of Calcutta. The people have 
realized that when the police instead of being defenders of life and propert 

behave like gundas, the only treatment they deserve at the hands of the public 
is what they would accord to gundas in ordinary dress. Thus the ordinary 
shop-keepers of Calcutta have learnt and personally realised that first and most 
important proposition of normal politics, that the agents of the Government 
are to be respected and supported only so long and in so far as they serve 
the welfare of the people. ‘To nationalists this has been gain beyond measure. 

1261. The Bengalee writes :—~ 


‘We understand that Mr, Ainslie has been transferred from Serajganj to 
the Alipur Dooars in the Jalpaiguri district. Is 
Mr. Ainslie and the Govern- this a punishment or a promotion? If it is meant 
ment of the new Province. ; ° , . 
for a punishment, the public will decline to be 
deluded. The Subdivisional Officer is houced in a splendid and picturesque 
mansion and draws extra allowance. We fail to see where the punishment 
comes in. But the ways of the Government of the new Province are so 
erratic that even with the Englishman asa guide tie public are not able to 
follow them. What about the letter which Mr, J. Chowdhury addressed to 
the Government? The public are anxious to know how it has been dealt with.’, 
1262. Commenting on Mr. Weston’s enquiry into the recent riots, the 
Amrita Bazar Patrika says :— 
= mysery of the elleged ‘*Mr. Weston has not yet made any attempt 
Pvelled em Must be un to get at the bottom of important matter connected 
with his enquiry, namely, the cause or causes of 
the riots on the 2nd and 3rd October.. The real plague-spot is there. ‘The 
popular version is that the police was wholly responsible both for the Beadon 
Square disturbance and the next day’s looting in the northern part of the town. 
The police, on the other hand, throw the entire blame on the people, rather on 
the promoters of the swadeshi movement. As the object of Mr. Weston’s 
enquiry is to ascertain the real truth, we submit it is his duty to set this matter 
right by all available means. In the interests of both good government and 
the police themselves tiis should be done. For, if the popular notion be 
correct, it means a very serious thing if the police can kick up this kind of 
hooliganism at their sweet will; on the other hand, the good reputation of the 


police should be maintained if they have been maligned either from malice 
or prejudice.” ) 


Recent disturbances in Calcutta. 


(b)— Workizg of the Couris.. 


1263, Commenting on the discharge of the accused in the Rawalpindi 
rape case, the Indian Mirror remarks that no word 
is sufficient to condemr in adequate terms “this 
gross miscarriage of justice.” It is when the ends of justice are thus openly 
ignored that the Administration is covered with disgrace in the minds of the 
people. One such case of justice flouted adds ten times more to the discontent 
felt in the country than the noise made by a few grass-hoppers in the field by 
their speeches and writings, of which the Government seems to entertain much 
plous concern. | 

1264. The Telegraph writes :— 

The sentence in the case of Maulvi Liakat 
Husain, together with the granting of bail to the 
Manager and Printer of the Sandhya by the High Court in a case in which 
Mr. Kingsford had refused them bail, cannot fail to convince the people that in 

r. Kingsford they can trace the spirit of persecution, the sentiments of a 
policeman, the desire to inflict vengeance on behalf of a certain society, and the 


Rawalpindi rape case. 


Mr. Kingsford. 
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instincts of a hunter warmed with oy any and intent u 
The impression is gaining ground that a Magistrate who im 
law court political pre] oles and thus prostitutes his powers, get ra 
sanctity of the court, tears in tatters the traditions of justice roe a 
under foot all considerations of decency and prudence, drags in i, mire 
and equity, is not worthy of the seat he occupies. He has done more Vs 
shake people’s confidence in British justice than to allay the present cinrest. 
And the sooner he is removed the better for bureacracy.” os 
Aunits Bazar 1265. The Amrita Bazar Patrika congratulates the Government of 


pon securing his prey, 


PaTRIKA, . ; : o,° 
13th Nov, 1907, Mr. A. C. Banerji’s case. Bengal = withdrawing the seditious Case 


against Mr. A.C. Banerji. If it had won the case 
the result would have intensified the feeling prevalent in the country just now, 
and if it had failed, its prestige would have suffered. The journal trusts that 
the Government of Bengal will also see its way to drop the case against 
the Sandhya aud Maulvi Liakat Hussain, The Editor of the Sandhya has gone to 
a place which is beyond the jurisdiction of British administrators, Its Manager 
and Printer were only tools in his hands. It would therefore be unjust to press 
the charge against them and would only show vindictiveness on the part of 
Government. Maulvi Liakat is regarded as a ‘‘simple child of nature” who 
knows very little of politics wall sedition, and the journal wonders that 
Government should hurl its thunderbolt at his head. 


(h)— General. 


Baneatsy, 1266. Referring to Mr. Morley’s reply to the Indian Humanitarian 
pete spit Committee’s request to remit flogging sentences in 
Calcutta, refusing to take any exceptional action 
regarding sentences passed by Courts of Jaw in India, the Bengalee is of opinion 
that nobody who has followed Mr. Morley’s career as Secretary of State 
can profess astonishment at this development. Mr. Morley is prepared to take 
any executive action for the stifling of popular aspirations. He has repeatedly 
expressed his determination to stop at nothing so long as the people have not 
resumed the even tenor of their individualistic ways. He could not therefore 


Flogging in India. 


be expected to interfere with a judiciary that has been materially helping him 
in carrying out his determination. 


III. — LEGISLATION. 
InpdiaW NATION, 


4th Nov. 1907. 1267. Referring tothe Seditious Meetings Bill, the Zndian Nation denounces 
those of its countrymen who have, by their agitation, 
brought about the passing of this Bill. The people 
have been losing privilege after privilege and they have yet something to lose, 
and the journal urges them to iook round, consider their position, and pause 

aunts Bazan FOF @ moment before they decide to continue in the old course. 
PATRIKA, 1268. Referring to Sir Harvey Adamson’s speech when introducing the 
eee Seditious Meetings Bill, the Amrita Bazar Patrika 
is of opinion that Sir Harvey makes a serious 
admission when he says that sedition, like plague, is running amock in the 
country. For he thereby acknowledges that the officials have so badly mus- 
governed the country as to have driven a gentle, grateful, and law-abiding 
people to that abnormal condition when hatred becomes sweeter than good 
feeling. The people do not hate or bear any disaffection to the Government, 
nor have they any personal grudge against the officials who rule them; but 
the’ way they are governed is a source of constant and bitter irritation 0 
them. ‘If you choose, you can say that sedition against official mismangement 
exists; but it is gross misreprescntation to say that it has anything to do with 
the Government of the King-Emperor.” It is this confusion of ideas, namely, 
that the governing authorities ard the Government are the same, that makes 
Inpiaw Minzog, the former hurl the charge of sedition at the educated Indian community. 

loth Nov. 247, 1269. A correspondent of the Indian Mirror declares that the “ Bill, 

with all the modifications and redeeming features 
that have been imported into it, is not a blessing, 
but a curse of the worst type. The pill, though most exquisitely sugared, 


Seditious meetings. 


Who is responsible P 


What is the true secret ? 
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, ‘tte to the taste, but it must be swallowed, since it is the will of 
get 9 whose will fo all matters Indian 1s law and it cannot but be 
obeyed. This measure is at best a sad mistake, and it will more seriously affect 
the Government than the people against whom it 1s levelled. 

1270. The Indian Empire states that Government seems inclined to 

believe that it would by a few flourishes of the 
Responsibility of the Gagging nen shift the responsibility of the Gagging Act 
Act. on the shoulders of the Indians themselves. If 
the Government considers a speaker or writer guilty, it may very well 
sanction his prosecution and punish him if the offence is proved. But there 
are no grounds to assume that the entire platform is seditious, ‘“‘and even if 
it were, does the Government think it can check the progress of sedition by 
wanton repression ? When a whole nation is seditious the Government must 
be understood to be bad for the people. li you expect loyalty, you must so 
change the Government as to satisfy the majority. This is a simple truth, 
by forgetting which, the greatest of empires have crumbled to dust.” 

1271. The Bengalee considers the appointment of Nawab Salimulla as a 
member of the Viceroy’s Council as most unsuitable 
and unworthy of Lord Minto’s Government. It 
questions whether the Nawab, who, on his own admission, is unfit to manage 
his own estates, is fit to be associated with the Government of India in the 
responsible task of legislating for the Indian Empire. “The absurdity of 
the appointment must be patent to the meanest understanding. Is it the 
reward of the Nawab’s advocacy of the partition of Bengal? Is this the way 


Nawab Salimulls again. 


in which Mr. Morley and Lord Minto propose to appeal to the better mind of . 


India to restore good will and contentment ? ” 


V.—Prospects oF rfeE Crops aNnp CoNDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


1272, A correspondent of the Amrita Bazar Patrika urges that, in view of 
: eo the expected famine in the Meherpur subdivision, 
pete A urgent and extensive relief measures should be 
adopted towards saving the lives of thousands who would otherwise perish. 
1273. Bande Mataram writes :— ) 
i Gebpcled eid ‘* The history of all famine relief funds as 
administered by the bureaucracy does not bear 
scrutiny. It has sometimes formed the subject of strong comments even by 
the Anglo-Indian Press. But in a country where the people are only to pay 
and die and not to reason why the executive is never ashamed of stretching 
its hands for funds in aid of the people when they happen to be stricken by 
any calamity,—though there is every reason to doubt that the funds are 
sometimes misappropriated. We have been lately put in possession of a 
strange appeal to the local rich men in the name of the flood-stricken people 
of Orissa. The appeal has been issued from the Balasore Rajbati, as the 
superscription indicates, but above the signature of the Honorary Secretary 
of the Flood Relief Committee, acting under the order of the Magistrate in 
his capacity as the President of that benevolent Committee in question. So 
the appeal is a triple-edged sword, if such a thing is possible. It issues from a 
Rajbati, appeals to the generosity of the people, and has the compelling force 
of a Magistrate’s name, It is likely to do great execution,” 


VI.—MIsceLLaneous. 


1274. Bande Mataram in a lengthy article severely criticises the conduct 
of the ‘‘moderates” who have been speaking 
against and generally condemning the policy of 
nationalists. | 

1275. The Bengalee considers the speech of Lord Minto in the Legislative 
Council on the situation in India as a clearer and 
more emphatic enunciation than what was heard 


Without them, if it must be. 


Mr. Morley and Lord Minto. 


from Mr, Morley in his Arbroath speech. That Lord Minto is right in his - 


diagnosis of the situation is clear from the fact that the unrest 1s associated 
with definite grievances, and that despite repression, it shows no signs of 
abatement. 1f Lord Minto is right in bis conception of the new development 
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in India, the policy that is being followed is strangely unsuited to it 
Viceroy says that the Government must be prepared to help and 
But the Government has done nothing to place itself at the head of this ref 
movement and to lead it on to fructifying channels. It has, on the selibiaes. 
inaugurated a policy of repression, which must infallibly array the new-bo 
against the Government. Its new law is a menace to the right of ublic 
meetings all over India, and its proposed concessions are not worth the P a C 
upon which they are written. It appeals to what it calls the moderates ¢o help 
the Government and to rally round it. But it forgets that its repressive polic 
and its policy of class-favouritism, unblushingly followed in the Punjab po 
in the new Province, are calculated to drive the “ moderates” into the camp of 
the “extremists.” The reform movement centres itself round one reat 
consideration—the country demands self-government with unequivocal 
emphasis. If the Government wants to help and guide the great reform 
movement in India, whose existence has now been officially recognised, it 
must begin by a real concession which will mark a definite stage towards the 
attainment of self-government and, so far as Bengal is concerned, the partition 
must be modified or undone. 

1275. <A correspondent of the Baude Mataram writing on the present situa- 
tion in India urges on the people the necessity 
of a universal organisation as a means of passive 
resistance against the organisation of the Govern- 
ment. Referring to the Seditious Meetings Bill, he declares that the principles 
of the Bill strike at the people’s birthright as reasoning and thinking beings, 
and that to accept it, even from a spirit of deep disdain or of philosophical 
indifference, will be a cowardly and abject surrender of an undoubted 
human right which will be injurious to the cause of national self-assertion. 
‘‘ We must therefore protest against the law in the clearest and most 
emphatic manner possible. To convene a meeting and deliver speeches ina 
protected area safe from the operation of the law, would be an absurd and 
hollow mockery. The only effective protest against the Bill will be to 
challenge its principle and defy its provisions.” 7 

1276. The Hindoo Patriot observes that the deportation of Lala Lajpat 
Rai, coming so soon after the arrest of the leading 
lawyers of Rawalpindi, has succeeded in almost 
entirely killing all political activity in the Punjab. But the calamities that 
descended so thick and fast on the Punjabis seem to have imparted greater 
vigour and virulence to the pens of certain scribes whose effusions have 
continued to appear in the leading Anglo-Indian journal of Lahore. A certain 
amount of abuse and rancour among Anglo-Indians is, however, considered as 
a certificate that India is progressing. 

1277. Bande Matuaram is of opinion that intolerance of free speech and 
writings is the sure index not only of unenlight- 
ened medisvalism in the existing Government, 
bat of its rottenness and instability. The tendency towards repression in @ 
Government proceeds from a consciousness of instability or unsoundness in the 
foundation of its authority. If, on the contrary, the ruler is sure that his 
authority is based on a just title and exercised in the interests of the people, 
he will never be anxious to live in an air-tight compartment, secure from the 
influence of any disturbing element. No just iovernment, no beneficent 
Empire can be overthrown by a campaign of misrepresentation, however 
extensive and well organised. ‘The natural and legitimate method by which 
a modern Government meets sedition is to present the strong defence of an 
impeccable admistrator to its attacks. But to meet the peaceful instruments 
of press and platform with imprisonment and persecution or with swords and 
guns, is a confession, not merely of despotism, but of weakness. To dethrone 
reason, wisdom, truth and justice and substitute brute force in their place, 18 
to appeal from the twentieth century to the middle ages, and to array all the 
silent forces of civilisation, enlightenment, and progress, in one formidable 
league to bring about one’s ultimate downfall. 

1:78. Commenting on the distinctive titles of - “Moderates” and 
“Extremists” ‘andthe political parties they 
represent, the Indian Nation declares that, except 
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o the conditions of Indian independence, there seems to be no 
aeons between the two parties. Both are friends of boycott and picketing. 
Both seem to be guided by the same canons in regard to freedom of speech 
and action. Both are passive lookers-on when the public peace is disturbed, 
and both are as ready to denounce “repression as they are ready to tolerate 
the things sought to be repressed. As a practical result of this comparison, 
the journal arrives at the conclusion that the so-called ‘“‘ Extremists” are 
entitled to a similar appeal in the interests of peace and order as that 
made to the “‘ Moderates.” The actual breakers of the law have been misled 
no less by moderates than by extremists, - 

1280. Commenting on the passing of the Seditious Meetings Bill, the 
Indian Empire observes that the so-called sedition 
which might have had its birth in a snug corner 
and was creeping — into society, would now draw its chief nourishment 
from this unwise legislation and grow by leaps and bounds, But the best of 
counsels fall flat when the intellect is overpowered by passions. The 
Government has grown very nervous on account of a general awakening in 
the country. England feels that self-government for India means the loss of 
the brightest jewel from her crown and the sacrifice of the greatest dependency 
of the Empire, It is this fear that has made her statesmen and rulers nervous 
and the talk of sedition as an excuse. 


1281. Bande Mataram publishes the following appeal :— 

We hope that our countrymen will largely 
respond to the appeal for funds made by certain 
respectable citizens of Calcutta on behalf of the sufferers in the recent Calcutta 
riots. We may state by way of stimulating their benevolence that one of the 
unfortunate victims has died leaving a large family without any means of 
livelihood. If the public do not rise to these occasions and render timely help 
to the poor sufferers in these inevitable calamities in the cause of the nationalist 
movement, they will be deliberately retarding the progress of the same. Both 
humanity and patriotism therefore demand that our countrymen should lose no 
time in contributing their mite to the funds.” 


1282. With reference to a recent case in Barisal where Gurkhas, who had 
icked a quarrel with some Muhammadan shop- 
sen and Muhammedan ance and broken some stationery articles, were 
pers at Barisal. 
compelled to compensate them, the Bengalee declares 
that nobody in the new Province would believe that the authorities would have 
been so prompt in doing justice, if the shop-keepers in question had not been 
Muhammadans. Worse things have been reported to have been done by the 
Punitive police in the district of Backerganj, but the authorities did nothing 
in the matter. ‘‘If Lord Minto was serious in what he said, His Excellency 
should lose no time in instituting a vigorous enquiry into the doings of the 
executive in the new Province. Sir Bampfylde Fuller may have been com- 
pelled to retire, but his spirit has survived his fall.” 


1283. Commenting on the apology tendered by Mr. A. C. Banerjee, to 
the Government of Bengal, in connection with his 
prosecution, Bande Mataram writes :— 
_ . “Srijut Aswini Cumar Banerjee has failed us at a very critical time, It 
18 idle to expect every one to acquit himself so splendidly as Bhupen, Basanta, 
Upadhaya Bramhabandhav and Bepin Chandra have done. ‘They are the 
chosen sons of the Mother, and she does not inspire all hearts with the same 
amount of courage and fidelity to her cause. Nor do we foolishly wish that 
the rank of our workers should be thinned, if it can be avoided by resorting to 
all honourable means. We quite realise the wisdom of the policy which seeks 
to prolong the term of a Nationalist’s usefulness by taking full advantage of 
the bureaucratic laws, but it is fatal to our cause to show any signs of weakness 
and give either our enemies or the country the slightest excuse to suspect that 
the exponents of the Nationalist movement do not know their minds, have no 
principles which they can never be persuaded to sacrifice, but are drawn into 
the agitation by the sheer excitement of the hour and the contagion of an 
irrational fanaticism. The one consideration which should weigh with our 


fellow-workers in boldly facing or baffling a bureaucratic persecution befalling 
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them, is that the cause of their country does not suffer b : 
Judged by this standard, Srijut A. C. Banerj ee has courted his Jeathe e met 
the cause of his country is concerned.” spl 
1284. Referring to Mr. Morley’s Abroath speech, the Bengalee states that 
though Mr. Morley was able to satisfy his 5 
concsience and his constituents that he had die 
charged his onerous Indian duties satisfactorilly, he altogether forgot that i. 
had an explanation to give to those who paid his salary. At home Mr. Motley 
is the servant of the people, but in India he is their absolute master. He i 
therefore trampling a life long principle by behaving in one way towards the 
people of England and in another towards those of India. The Indians pa 
the salary for his services, and he is, therefore, bound to render them : 
account of his stewardship under all rules human and divine. 
1285, Commenting on the report that Lajpat Rai and Ajit Singh have 
; been removed from the Mandalay Fort and are 
Aiit Sighs about Lajpat Rai and possibly being brought back to Calcutta, the 
Indian Mirror does not think the Government can 
take any wiser step than to set the two political prisoners at liberty. Punjab 
, y Ja 
is perfectly tranquil, and there is not the least fear-of future disturbances in 
any part of India. The policy of repression has gone far enough, and the 
journal thinks it is time that it should be replaced by a policy of conciliation 
all over the country. Ithas no doubt that the release of Mr. Lajpat Rai 
will give undoubted satisfaction to the Punjab public. 
1286. Having regard tothe persistent misrepresentation of the Indian 
community and the Indian cause in a section of 
The necessity of s powerful the English Press, the Indian Mirror strong 
press agency. “ae oem, , . gly 
supports the opinion of some of its friends, who 
have just returned from England, that a seis press agency should be 
established to convey correct versions of Indian affairs to the British public. 
The question of the transmission of news to England from an Indian point 
of view is one of great importance to the Indian public, and the journal hopes 
that the necessary measures will be taken to this end without loss of time. 
1287. Commenting on the release of Lala Lajpat Rai and Sardar Ajit 
Singh, the Amrita Bazar Patrika fancies that 
the Government did not find itself in a very 
leasant situation by arresting and deporting them without a trial. If any- 
ody should be happy at their release, it is Mr. Morley, who must have lead a 
life of torture since the deportation of these two Indian patriots. Although 
the matter has been kept a profound secret, yet every one could see that 
Government was most anxious to throw off their disagreeable burden. The 
journal trusts that the authorities will learn wisdom and never commit a 
similar blunder in future. Ifthe Government had withdrawn the prosecution 
against them it would have laid the whole country under deep obligation; 
but it preferred to go on to the bitter end, with the result that the acquittal 
of the prisoners has dealt a blow to its prestige. 
1288. The Bengalee admits to a feeling of subdued joy at the release of 
_ Lajpat Rai and Ajit Singh—for the righting of 
p reported release of Lala Lajpst 9 wrong can never be an occasion for unalloyed 
gi satisfaction to the party that was wronged. The 
sense of the injustice that was done and the circumstances under which it was 
done, including the possibility of a repetition of the wrong at any moment 
that the bureaucracy may take it into its head to repeat it, must make such 
satisfaction an impossibility. The bureaucracy has, however, everythiug (0 
gain by the step it is reported to have taken. Conciliation always strengthens 
the hands of the party in possession of power, and the surest way to disarm 
political opponents is to follow a policy of conciliation towards them. Justice 
itself will go a great way, but mercy will complete the way. 
1289. Referring to the statement made by Sir Henry Campbell- 
. Bannerman to the effect that it is the main duty 
ee Fo Se © the of Government to maintain order in the country, 
oe the Bengalee states that no one will deny that the 
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maintenance of order is one of the essential obligations of Government and the 


( oe ) 


erst indispensable condition of progress. But this duty performed, the 
oblizations of Government are not at an end. The raison d’étre of all Govern- 


ments, whether national or foreign, is the progress of the communities entrusted 


to their care. . 

1290. Commenting on the release of Lajpat Rai and Ajit Singh, the 
Amrita Bazar Pairika thinks it reasonable to expect 
that those who have turned India up side down and 
tarnished the fair name of England by an un-English policy, should be pre- 

ared to show to the world some equivalent for these sacrifices. It is expected 
that the released prisoners must pay something for the yenerous concession. 
Rut what it will be, is left to be seen. 


The trophies of war. 


1291. Commenting on the release of Lajpat Rai and Ajit Singh, Bande ®s»>» Matanx, 


Mataram writes :— 

‘* The bureaucracy has adopted a conciliatory 
policy to which many a patriot may fall a victim. While repressive measures stir 
up the weak hearts, conciliation demoralises and enervates even the strong and 
powerful minds. What is wanted in this early stage of national wakening for 
keeping alive the sparks of patriotism, is repression and not conciliation. The 
bureaucracy has already tried a repressive policy, but it has miserably failed ; 
it has also tried ‘ Divide and Rule’ policy, but its direct application has been 
found imprudent. It will now adopt the third and the most potent policy, the 
policy of conciliation, without altogether abandoning the other two which will 
be used as necessity arises.” 

1292. The Indian Mirror declares that the Government will have nothing 
but congratulations of the public upon the wise 
course it has taken in giving freedom to the two 
State prisoners. ‘It is to be hoped that the result 
of the Rawalpindi case, together with all that has transpired in connection with 
the arrest and deportation of Lala Lajpat Rai and Ajit Singh, has brought 
home to the Government the administrative and political dangers of taking 
on trust all that proceeds from the police in this country.” 

1293. The Bengalee considers the release of Lajpat Rai and Ajit Singh as 

: but the tardy redress of a grave wrong, and it fails 
ao of the Mandalay +o understand why there should be much secrecy 
in undoing a wrong. Secrecy is the bane of 
bureaucracies. It inspires awe, and lends colour to the character for infalli- 
bility which the bureaucracy is so often pleased to assume. ‘*In the present 
case, however, there may be some reason for secrecy. The Government knows 
full well that if the prisoners were realeased it Mandalay and allowed to proceed 
home, they would receive the heartiest ovations all along the line, and their 
return home would partake of the character of a triumph. This would be gall 
and wormwood to the Government and must be prevented anyhow. ‘The 
prisoners, therefore, will be secretly conveyed to Lahore and smuggled into 
their homes in the hours of darkness, before anybody is aware of their 
presence.” The bureaucracy, it says, may contrive to avoid demonstrations 
along the line of journey, but when the prisoners are free, the country will 
thunder forth its welcome with compound interest, and the temporary check 
imposed by the machinations of the bureaucracy will add to the fervour of the 
popular enthusiasm. 
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